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Happy Advent!

Advent is not a holiday for the preparation for the
coming of Santa Claus. It is a Christian season for the
preparation for Christmas.

The word Advent is derived from the Latin meaning
“coming” or “arrival” referring to the anticipation of
Jesus’ birth and his anticipated second coming. Ad-
vent is observed or celebrated in many various ways
or traditions in the Christian faith, from the lighting
of candles on an Advent wreath, an Advent calendar
opening a new window each day of ways to observe
the season, or to a season of giving to others and es-
pecially to those less fortunate than ourselves. It may
also be a time when we can increase our prayer life,
to include a family prayer night, or time to expand our
prayers to ask others to join with us to reflect on the
message that Jesus gave to us in scripture.

What is Advent about? It is a time for us to celebrate
Jesus’ first coming, the birth of our Savior. It is a time
for remembering that Jesus is alive in us through the
Holy Spirit. It is a time to look forward to His second coming when He will come back to
this island home to make things right.

What does Advent mean to you? This is an age-old question that
only you can answer. It can mean so many things to so many
people. It is an exciting time of hope, excitement, and that antic-
ipation of things yet to come.

May you have a blessed Advent and a very Merry Christmas.
Father Carl

SUNDAY'S BUSY BEES

" ‘ THE DOVE welcomes comments, suggestions, and articles. Contact Birgitt Brevard at bsbrevard@yahoo.com. Page 2
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PARISH PRAYER LIST

OUR PARISH: Our staff, our vestry and its officers, and our ministries and committees.

OUR PARISH FAMILY: Ron & Marcy Chrisner, Birgitt Brevard, Grayson Arauz, Joe D, John Frombach,
Bryan Clifton, Skip, Fr. Joe Rushton, Nick Codd, Bill Johnston, Sara Price, Jack Panuska, Rochelle Desimone,
Katherine Wauhop, Victoria DeSilver, Jane Florentino, Jane, Cris, Carol Lee Hensyl

OUR EXTENDED FAMILY: Sharon Trezise, Andi Mangels, Janet B., Shelia, Alex Naylor, Leann, David, Gene,
Diane Frank, Faye Graham, Harry Spahn, Teresa, Anne Siddoway, Steve, Robyn Diesel, The Walsh Family,

Terri & Ron Rickards, Marie Duffy, Jim, Michael Wertz, Pat Borkowski, Willem & Joyce, Kelly, Claudia & Bill Troy,
Jennifer Giro, Deanna Turner, Ladd Layton, Alisha Kornfuehrer, Bob Spradlin, Steve Hall, Bobby Wertz,

Anne Grabenstein, Nicki Ridenour, David, Phyllis, Linda Rolfes

FOR THE DEPARTED

Please complete a yellow prayer card or notify the office at office@holyspiritoc.com
to include loved ones on our prayer list and to remove loved ones from our prayer list.

THEDOVE - Church of the Holy Spirit <™ ;

SXHAIP§
BIRTHDAY

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

02  Carol Lee Hensyl 27 Jane Alexander
04  Katie Coffman 28 Martha Ann Stone
06  Ewan Betz 30  Steven Martin

26 Marti McNiff

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
03  Sue&John Flaherty

06  Christine & Joel Brous

14 Phyllis & Mike Brian

15 Carolyn &Bill Johnston

For missed birthdays or anniversarys, notify the church office to update our files.

YOUR VESTRY

2025: Birgitt Brevard, Sue Flaherty
2026: Marena Konoski, Monica Martin
2027: Ann Dougherty, Barbara Wachter

Monica Martin, Sr. Warden 443.235.8942
John Frombach, Jr. Warden 443.497.2039
Melanie Konoski, Treasurer 443.497.2163
Jackie Carey, Registrar 443.735.4275

Bonnie Rease, Parish Administrator
Tim DeSilver, Music Minister
Kathy Elmer, Sunday School

ull
E E Open the camera app on your
phone. Hold your phone so that
e the QR code appears in view.
Tap the notification that has
popped up. Now you are linked

to the church’s website.

L

UPCOMING MEETINGS/EUENTS

DECEMBER 2025

12/06  Decorate the Parish Hall 9a.m. - Noon
12/08  Vestry Meeting 7 p.m.

12/09  FREE Shell Decoupage Class 6:30- 8 p.m.

1214
1214
1214
12/18

Angel Tree Deadline

St. Nick's Visit at 10 a.m. Service
Hope4Recovery 4p.m.

Christmas for H4R Collection Assembly & Delivery 2 p.m.

12/21  Christmas Decoration Fund Deadline

12/21  Christmas Pageant at 10 a.m. Service
12/21  Decorate the Church after 10 a.m. Service
12/24  Christmas Eve Service 6 p.m.

12/28 Baptisms during 10 a.m. Service

SAVE THESE DATES FOR 2026
01/18  First gLOVE Drive Collection
01/25  Second gLOVE Drive Collection

02/01  Annual Meeting after 9.a.m. Service
Pancake Breakfast
02/08  Souper Bowl Sunday Collection  starts now

AA MEETINGS (Parish Hall)
Every Wednesday evening at 6 p.m.
Parish Hall is reserved from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Every Thursday evening at 7 p.m.

Parish Hall is reserved from 6:15 - 8:30 p.m.

Vestry meeting minutes,
2025 approved budget and financial statements
are posted in the parish hall outside of the kitchen.

“Seeking Christ With Others While Sharing The Christ Within Us”



‘*": ; THE DOVE - Church of the Holy Spirit December 2025

THE ANGEL TREE IS BACK!

CHRISTMAS OUTREACH WITH WORCESTER G.0.L.D.
(Giving Other Lives Dignity)

We are working with Worcester G.0.L.D. for our annual Christmas Angel Tree program. Tags with the names of children and
gift requests are available at the church. Please use the tag to label your gifts. All tags should be loosely attached, as they
will be replaced before delivery.

Please drop off your gifts at the church by Sunday, December 14. Gifts may be wrapped or unwrapped but remem-
ber to use the tag to label your gifts.

Monetary donations are always welcome to purchase gifts. Donations can be placed in the collection plate on
Sunday. Please make checks payable to “Church of the Holy Spirit” with “Christmas Angel Tree” indicated on the lower left
or use an offering envelope with “Christmas Angel Tree” written on the envelope front for cash donations. Checks may also
be mailed to “Church of the Holy Spirit at 10001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, Maryland 21842.”

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
10001 Coastal Highway « Ocean City, MD 21842

© 000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000s

> SHAHE T“E BIIIE IIESIIIIIIBE (Melanie Konoski)

| would like to create a Share the Ride resource for any parishioner in need. If you
need a ride to and from church each or any Sunday, reach out to Melanie Konoski at
443.497.2163. Also, if any parishioner would like to provide transportation to and from

: church each Sunday, please contact Melanie Konoski. - :
‘ THE DOVE welcomes comments, suggestions, and articles. Contact Birgitt Brevard at bsbrevard@yahoo.com. Page 4
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Participants (teens/adults) decoupage oyster shells to create a unique trinket/gift. It's super easy.

Tuesday, December 9, 2025
6:30- 8 p.m.
Parish Hall
Guest Teacher: Renae Pomycala

All supplies will be provided.

You may bring decorative tissue paper, thin scrapbooking papers, and shells - however, papers and shells will be provided.

Limited to 15 participants. Please sign up on the list in the back of the church.

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT - 10001 Coastal Highway « Ocean City, MD 21842

Tickets are available online or at the door.
General Admission $20
Seniors $15 -~

Students $10 VOX CONCO RDlA

VERONICA TOMANEK, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

INTO THE LIGHT

Sunday, December 7, 2025 at 3 p.m.
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is located at 3 Church Street, Berlin, MD. ﬁ—

Page 5 “Seeking Christ With Others While Sharing The Christ Within Us”
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Cbmstmas for Rope4Recovery

Once again it’s time to think about Christmas for Hope4Recovery, a treatment/halfway
house for men in recovery. Many of the men come with none of what could be considered
essentials.

At Christmas, the Episcopal churches in the area fill bags with hats, gloves, scarves and the
like, along with, perhaps, games for the house (apparently adult coloring books and colored *
pencils are popular), toiletries and, of course, candy. We started out filling Christmas boxes
but the churches were so generous that we had to move to bags to hold all the items.

WHAT WE NEED THIS YEAR:  Hats, scarves, gloves, toiletries (but non-liquid, please),
board games, candy. Monetary donations are always
* appreciated.
If something else strikes your fancy, by all means add it to
the collection.

*

WHAT WE DO NOT NEED: Socks, as we have a LOT left over.

HOW MANY BAGS: 13 bags, as that will be enough for the residents and an
extra bag in case someone new comes in.

COLLECTION STARTS: November 30, 2025
* ASSEMBLY & DELIVERY: December 18, 2025 at 2 p.m. *
If you'd like to help with that, you would be more than
welcome.

For more information, you can call Jackie Carey at 443.735.4275.

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

* 10001 Coastal Highway - Ocean City, MD 21842 *

ABOUT HAR Link

Hope4Recovery Inc, a 501(c)(3), was formed in 2017 under
the recovery house model of Homes4Hope LLC. After a
thorough search, Hope4Recovery (H4R) located its home
at 10226 Old Ocean City Blvd Berlin MD across from
Atlantic General Hospital in 2018. The home is located
near transportation, medical facilities, shopping centers
and jobs.

Hope4Recovery opened its doors
for residents October 28, 2018
and has provided a safe, sober and
structured living environment for
those in active recovery from ad-
diction.

Hope4Recovery is a Level Il men’s recovery house certi-
fied by the Maryland Certification of Recovery Residences
through the Behavioral Health Administration.

Hope4Recovery provides beds for men ages 18 years and
older who suffer from a substance use disorder. As a
condition of residency, the individuals must meet certain
requirements as outlined in their lease. A few of the re-
quirements include attending addiction counseling and
support group meetings and obtaining employment.

To date Hope4Recovery has provided a home for over 65
men.

THANK YOU FOR GIVING!

The Hope4Recovery house
residents recently received
your generous donations of
paper goods and cleaning
supplies.

Currently the house has 12
residents and they truly
appreciate your continued
support. THANK YOU!

ILL‘ l‘&t 1\ ]‘”~. FIML

WETEE ST WINDMILL CREEK VINEYARD AND WINERY
: 11206 Worcester Hwy., Berlin, MD 21811

Our gatherings at the Windmill Creek Vineyard and Winery will continue in the

For more information, call Jackie at 443.735.4275.

WE LOVE YOUR COMPANY!

next year. So mark your calendars!

Friday, February 20,2026 - 5 - 7 p.m.

‘ THE DOVE welcomes comments, suggestions, and articles. Contact Birgitt Brevard at bsbrevard@yahoo.com. Page 6
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(Greenery, Wreaths, Poinsettias)

Glft Given By

Given In Memory Of

Given In Honor Of

Amount Enclosed $ Cashd  Checkd  Check#

Please return the form & money by Sunday, December 21, 2025.
For more information, call the Parish Office at 410.723.1973.

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
10001 Coastal Highway - Ocean City, MD 21842

* > ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, February 1,
2026. There will be a single service at 9 a.m. followed by pancake
breakfast and the annual meeting. The Nominating Committee
(Birgitt Brevard, Monica Martin, Sue Flaherty) is looking for
COHS members to run for vestry.

Eligibility criteria for candidates include:

1. Baptized/confirmed member of the Episcopal Church;
2. Member in good standing at COHS;
3. At least 18 years of age.

We are also looking for volunteers to be Alternates for the
Annual Convention for the Diocese of Easton in 2027 and sub-
sequently the Delegates to attend the convention in 2028.

For additional information and/or to be considered for
nomination, contact the church office, Monica, Sue, or Birgitt.
This is a great opportunity to learn more about what goes on at the
leadership level in the church. No experience needed!

00 00000000C0OCOCGCOGEOGIOGOEOSGNOSNOINO.

THEDOVE - Church of the Holy Spirit <™ ;

» CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT -
24TH ANNUAL gLOVES DRIVE

In time for Valentine’s
Day giving ... Open your
heart and share the gift of
warmth.

The Church of the Holy Spirit
continues its outreach program
during the winter season. This time of year
finds us in need of new gLOVEs, socks, blan-
kets, and hats (especially for men). Other items
needed are sleeping bags, ponchos, hand- and
foot-warmers, wipes, deodorant, and soap.

Items will be collected on Sunday, January
18, 2026 and Sunday, January 25, 2026 to
be distributed by Valentine’s Day.

Please place donations in the bins located at the
entrance to the church.

FROM YOUR HEART TO THEIRS!
For questions, call or see Katie Coffman.

» CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT -
“SOUPER” BOWL SUNDAY

The Church of the Holy Spirit, in support of the local food pan-
tries, encourages parish members to donate cans of soup
from now until Super Bowl Sunday (February 8, 2026).
Items can be placed in the baskets at the back of the church.

Let’s share our blessings with individuals and families in
need of a warm meal.

WE CAN DO IT! THANKS!

For questions, call or see Terry Moody.

|

\
f

Page 7
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Church of the Holy Spirit Ministries - WE NEED YOU!

Please consider helping in one or more of our ministries. The Youth of our church are encouraged to volunteer! The chairpersons are always available to answer any.

ALTAR GUILD - Barbara Wachter
The Altar guild works in teams of two. They are responsible for setting up the altar each week, resetting between the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. services and cleaning up after the 10 a.m. service. [t may seem
amystery, but it is a mystery easily solved! Any parish member may be part of our altar guild, and new members will work with an existing member to learn how to set up the altar.

USHERS & GREETERS — Ann Dougherty
The Ushers/Greeters work in teams of two. They prepare the church for service, greet attendees, distribute bulletins, and clean up after the service. They also bring the gifts to the altar at the 10 a.m.
service. Any parish member may be an usher/greeter, and the youth of our parish are encouraged to become ushers/greeters.

ACOLYTE - father Carl
The acolyte carries the cross and assists the priest with the offering and set up for communion. There is no special training to become an acolyte. You just need a willingness to learn more about the
Sunday service. Any parish member, age 12 or older, may be an acolyte, and the youth of our parish are encouraged to become acolytes.

LECTOR — Bonnie Rease
The lectors read the lessons for each Sunday and the Prayers of the People. Lectors may do one or more readings as assigned. The readings for each Sunday are provided monthly in advance to the
readers. Any parish member may be a lector, and the youth of our parish are encouraged to become lectors.

CHALICE BEARER - Father Carl
The chalice bearer assists the priest in serving the wine during communion. The chalice bearer may also do one or more of the readings. The chalice bearer must be a confirmed member of the Episcopal
churchand attend training offered by the diocese periodically. If you are interested in becoming a chalice bearer, please see Fr. Carl.

COFFEE HOUR — Diane Frombach

We have coffee hour after the 10 a.m. service each Sunday, a time for fellowship. The first Sunday of each month from October through May, the men of the church prepare a pancake breakfast. The
pancake breakfast team could use a few more members! On all other Sundays, members of the parish prepare food for coffee hour. The coffee hour food is provided by the hosts. Coffee and paper
products are provided by the church. The coffee hour basket is for donations to help cover the cost of pancake breakfast supplies, coffee and paper products.

COUNTERS — Ann Dougherty
Counters work in teams of two (team members must be unrelated!). The counters collect the weekly offerings, organize them by giving number and enter the offerings on pre-printed forms (after
the 10 a.m. service). The total offerings are taken to the bank each Sunday. There are no special requirements to being a counter! Any parishioner over the age of 18 can be part of a counting team.

OUTREACH - Sue Flaherty
Current programs with Worcester County Giving Other Lives Dignity (GOLD) — Christmas Gift (Angel Tree) program and Backpack (School Supplies) program. Non-perishable food items are collected
year-round and taken to local food pantries. Other annual drives include gLOVEs and Souper Bowl Sunday. Suggestions for outreach are always welcome!

CLUSTER - Jackie Carey
The Ocean cluster of churches continues to support Hope4Recovery with numerous activities during the year. The Ocean cluster also arranges fellowship events so we can get to know parishioners
from our sister churches in the area.

PROPERTY (Buildings and Grounds) - John frombach, Ann Dougherty

The property team has oversight responsibilities for the maintenance and upkeep of the physical plant and surrounding properties. They maintain a list of all needed repairs, and assist in prioritizing
them so that work might be accomplished in a timely fashion and as funds are made available for larger projects. Volunteers help keep the grounds maintained (mowing, trimming, weeding, pruning),
and do general maintenance (painting, carpentry, plumbing).

CHRISTIAN FORMATION AND EDUCATION - Father Carl, Kathy Elmer
Kathy Elmer is our Sunday School teacher and is responsible for preparing weekly curriculums. Father Carl is responsible for preparing parishioners for confirmation. There is not currently a youth

group.
PASTORAL CARE — Father Carl

Volunteers assist the priest in assuring that all in our parish have available to them a listening ear, an open heart, and, when appropriate, a helping hand. They are responsible for developing programs
of transportation, food, and other types of assisting ministries that might be necessary for our parish well-being.

FELLOWSHIP — Marena Konoski
Volunteers suggest ways to help the parish “play” together, finding opportunities to hold events such as Parish Picnics, Dinners and Outings, and virtually any other way to help our people get to know
one another and to celebrate our life in the Lord together.

COMMUNICATIONS - Birgitt Brevard
The communications team designs and edits publications, notably the Dove, takes photographs for the publications, provides video support, produces articles for the Dove, designs and maintains the
website, designs flyers and bulletin inserts, and plans/supports events.

FUNDRAISING — Marena Konoski
Volunteers are always needed to coordinate and work fundraising activities, like our quarter auction and crab feast. New ideas for fundraisers are always welcome.

STEWARDSHIP — Monica Martin
The stewardship team prepares the annual letter to the parish and develops new ideas to promote stewardship.

THE DOVE welcomes comments, suggestions, and articles. Contact Birgitt Brevard at bsbrevard@yahoo.com. Page 8
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YOUR SCHEDULE -
FOR DEGEMBER

USHERS/GREETERS

07

Birgitt Brevard & Jackie Carey

Phyllis Brian & Monica Martin

14 Jackie Carey Joe Dougherty & Diane Frombach

21 Birgitt Brevard & Jackie Carey Ann Dougherty & Monica Martin

24  Christmas Eve Service at 6 p.m.: Jackie Carey & Ann Dougherty

28 Jackie Carey Joe Dougherty & Melanie Konoski

LECTORS

07  Jane DiGirolamo Monica Martin

14 Tom DiGirolamo Diane Frombach

21 Birgitt Brevard Monica Martin

24 Christmas Eve Service at 6 p.m.: Joe Dougherty, Diane Frombach,
Melanie Konoski

28  Jane DiGirolamo Melanie Konoski

ACOLYTES

07  Jackie Carey Monica Martin

14 Jackie Carey John Frombach

21 Jackie Carey Melanie Konoski

24 Christmas Eve Service at 6 p.m.: Jackie Carey

28 Jackie Carey Diane Frombach

CHALICE BEARER

07  Jackie Carey Monica Martin

14 Jackie Carey John Frombach

21 Jackie Carey Melanie Konoski

24 Christmas Eve Service at 6 p.m.: Jackie Carey

28 Jackie Carey Diane Frombach

ALTAR GUILD

07  SueFlaherty & Barbara Wachter

14 Sue Flaherty & Diane Frombach

21 Monica Martin & Barbara Wachter

24  Christmas Eve Service at 6 p.m.:
Diane Frombach & Barbara Wachter

28  Diane Frombach & Barbara Wachter

COUNTERS

07  Rudy Brevard & Melanie Konoski

14 AnnDougherty & Barbara Wachter

21 Rudy Brevard & Melanie Konoski

28  AnnDougherty & Sue Flaherty

COFFEE HOUR

07  Pancake Breakfast

14 Monica Martin

21 Diane Frombach & Malina Flaherty

28  Monica Martin

QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION (Melanie S. Konoski
Are you aware of the option to donate to the Church of the Holy Spirit as a Qualified Charitable Distribution?

If you qualify, QCDs can also count toward your required minimum distribution (RMD) that anyone age 73 or older
must meet each year if they have a traditional IRA. Also important: You don't have to itemize on your tax
return to take advantage of a QCD.

To see if you meet the qualifications to process a QCD, please contact your tax preparer or your financial
advisor. This may be a good opportunity for you to satisfy your pledge or make a one-time donation
to benefit you and the church.

A qualified charitable distribution (QCD) is a distribution from your individual retirement account (IRA) to a qualified charity.
You must be age 70% or older to make a qualified charitable distribution, which is not taxed and does not get included in your taxable income.

-

THE DOVE welcomes comments, suggestions, and articles. Contact Birgitt Brevard at bshrevard@yahoo.com.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday |Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 CYBER MONDAY ) 3 AAMEETING 4 AAMEETING 1 fi DECORATETHE
. Parish Hall Parish Hall PARISH HALL
6p.m. 7 pm. -9a.m.-Noon
7 SECONDADVENT | @ VESTRYMEETING | FREE SHELL 10 AA MEETING 17 AA MEETING 12 13
EUCHARIST 7p.m. DECOUPAGE SHELL Parish Hall Parish Hall
8&10a.m. . CLASS 6 pm. 7 pm.
6:30-8 p.m.
PEARL HARBOR pm OUR LADY OF
REMEMBRANCE DAY GUADALUPE Celebration
14 THIRD ADVENT 15 16 17 AAMEETING 18 AAMEETING 19 20
g‘é“rg‘“'“ Parish Hall Parish Hall
am 6p.m. 7 pm.
ANGEL TREE DEADLINE CHRISTMAS FOR H4R
ST.NICK'S VISIT - after 10 a.m. Service Collection Assembly &
HOPE4RECOVERY - 4 p.m. Delivery
21 FOURTH ADVENT | &7 JANUARY DOVE 23 ZACHRISTMAS EVE Ay 25 CHRISTMAS 26 7
EUCHARIST Content Deadline SERVICE DAY
8&10a.m.
6p.m.
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT - during 10 a.m. Service
DECORATE THE CHURCH - after 10 a.m. Service N
CHRISTMAS DECO FUND DEADLINE - _’#I
78 EUCHARIST ™ an AT NEW YEAR'S EVE
8&10a.m. p—
MNEW
=2 = ]
BAPTISMS - during YE -"‘i' 'S
10 a.m. Service E 'll' E

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS OF OCEAN CITY
15@

DECEMBER

WORCESTER COUNTY
PUBLIC SCHOOLS DECEMBER 2025

WORCESTER

1w P EEn

EVENTS
12/02 5:30-8 p.m. Board of Education Input Meeting
12/16 10:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Board of Education Meeting
12/22-01/02 All Day Schools Closed: Winter Break

MORE INFO: https://www.worcesterk12.org

“WORCESTER COUNTY IS THE ONLY SCHOOL SYSTEM IN MD TO HAVE
ALL ELIGIBLE SCHOOLS EARN FOUR- AND FIVE-STAR STATUS” - MORE INFO

MORE EVENTS & INFO, CLICK HERE

Page 11 THE DOVE welcomes comments, suggestions, and articles. Contact Birgitt Brevard at bshrevard@yahoo.com.
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H’LS’COVH of Christmas

Christmas is celebrated on December 25 and is both a sacred religious holiday and a worldwide cultural and commercial phenomenon.
For two millennia, people around the world have been observing it with traditions and practices that are both religious and secular in
nature. Christians celebrate Christmas Day as the anniversary of the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, a spiritual leader whose teachings form
the basis of their religion. Popular customs include exchanging gifts, decorating Christmas trees, attending church, sharing meals with
family and friends and, of course, waiting for Santa Claus to arrive. December 25—Christmas Day—nhas been a federal holiday in the
United States since 1870.

HOW DID CHRISTMAS START?

The middle of winter has long been a time of celebration around the world. Centuries before the arrival of the man called Jesus, early
Europeans celebrated light and birth in the darkest days of winter. Many peoples rejoiced during the winter solstice, when the worst of
the winter was behind them and they could look forward to longer days and extended hours of sunlight.

In Scandinavia, the Norse celebrated Yule from December 21,
the winter solstice, through January. In recognition of the
return of the sun, fathers and sons would bring home large
logs, which they would set on fire. The people would feast un-
til the log burned, out, which could take as many as 12 days.
The Norse believed that each spark from the fire represented
a new pig or calf that would be born during the coming year.

The end of December was a perfect time for celebration in
most areas of Europe. At that time of year, cattle were slaugh-
tered so they would not have to be fed during the winter. For
many, it was the only time of year when they had a supply of
fresh meat. In addition, most wine and beer made during the
year was finally fermented and ready for drinking.

In Germany, people honored the pagan god Oden during the
mid-winter holiday. Germans were terrified of Oden, as they
believed he made nocturnal flights through the sky to observe
his people, and then decide who would prosper or perish.
Because of his presence, many people chose to stay inside.

SATURNALIA AND CHRISTMAS

In Rome, where winters were not as harsh as those in the far north, Saturnalia—a holiday in honor of Saturn, the god of agriculture—
was celebrated. Beginning in the week leading up to the winter solstice and continuing for a full month, Saturnalia was a hedonistic
time, when food and drink were plentiful and the normal Roman social order was turned upside down. For a month, enslaved people
were given temporary freedom and treated as equals. Businesses and schools were closed so that everyone could participate in the
holiday’s festivities.

Also around the time of the winter solstice, Romans observed Juvenalia, a feast honoring the children of Rome. In addition, members
of the upper classes often celebrated the birthday of Mithra, the god of the unconquerable sun, on December 25. It was believed that
Mithra, an infant god, was born of a rock. For some Romans, Mithra’s birthday was the most sacred day of the year.

THE DOVE welcomes comments, suggestions, and articles. Contact Birgitt Brevard at bsbrevard@yahoo.com. Page 12
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IS CHRISTMAS REALLY THE DAY JESUS WAS BORN?

In the early years of Christianity, Easter was the main holiday; the birth of Jesus was not celebrated. In the fourth century, church officials
decided to institute the birth of Jesus as a holiday. Unfortunately, the Bible does not mention a date for his birth (a fact Puritans later
pointed out in order to deny the legitimacy of the celebration).

Although some evidence suggests that Jesus’ birth may have occurred in the spring (why would shepherds be herding in the middle of
winter?), Pope Julius | chose December 25. It is commonly believed that the church chose this date in an effort to adopt and absorb the
traditions of the pagan Saturnalia festival. First called the Feast of the Nativity, the custom spread to Egypt by 432 and to England by the
end of the sixth century.

By holding Christmas at the same time as traditional winter solstice festivals, church leaders increased the chances that Christmas would
be popularly embraced, but gave up the ability to dictate how it was celebrated. By the Middle Ages, Christianity had, for the most part,
replaced pagan religion.

On Christmas, believers attended church, then celebrated raucously in a drunken, carnival-like atmosphere similar to today’s Mardi Gras.
Each year, a beggar or student would be crowned the “lord of misrule” and eager celebrants played the part of his subjects. The poor
would go to the houses of the rich and demand their best food and drink. If owners failed to comply, their visitors would most likely
terrorize them with mischief. Christmas became the time of year when the upper classes could repay their real or imagined “debt” to
society by entertaining less fortunate citizens.

WHEN CHRISTMAS WAS CANCELLED

In the early 17th century, a wave of religious reform changed the way Christmas was celebrated in Europe. When Oliver Cromwell and
his Puritan forces took over England in 1645, they vowed to rid England of decadence and, as part of their effort, cancelled Christmas. By
popular demand, Charles Il was restored to the throne and with him came the return of the popular holiday.

The pilgrims, English separatists that came to America in 1620, were even more orthodox in their Puritan beliefs than Cromwell. As a
result, Christmas was not a holiday in early America. From 1659 to 1681, the celebration of Christmas was actually outlawed in Boston.
Anyone exhibiting the Christmas spirit was fined five shillings. By contrast, in the Jamestown settlement, Captain John Smith reported
that Christmas was enjoyed by all and passed without incident.

After the American Revolution, English customs fell out of favor, including Christmas. In fact, Christmas wasn't declared a federal holiday
until June 26, 1870.

WASHINGTON IRVING REINVENTS CHRISTMAS IN AMERICA
It wasn't until the 19th century that Americans began to embrace Christmas. Americans re-invented Christmas, and changed it from a

raucous carnival holiday into a family-centered day of peace and nostalgia. But what about the 1800s piqued American interest in the
holiday?

The early 19th century was a period of class conflict and turmoil. During this time, unemployment was high and gang rioting by the
disenchanted classes often occurred during the Christmas season. In 1828, the New York city council instituted the city’s first police force
in response to a Christmas riot. This catalyzed certain members of the upper classes to begin to change the way Christmas was celebrated
in America.

For more information, click here.
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ABOUT THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

March 1968
June 23 1968
July 14 1968
Sept. 1 1968
June - August 1969
1970-75

May 30-Sept5 1976
May 29-Sept.18 1977
May 28-Sept 17 1978
1979 thru 1984

May 26 1985
1986
1987

1988
1989
1990
Jan. 25 1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
June 17 1996
1997
1998
Jan.17 1999
2000

2001

2002
2003

2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
201
2012

2013

2014

2015
2016

October 1 2017
January 21 2018
September 2023
February 2025

Ground broken for the Chapel of the Holy Spirit.

First service, the Rev William R. Dewees rector; one service average; attendance 33.
Building dedicated and blessed.

Last service for the first year. Building completed in fall.

Same as previous year.

Two services held each Sunday. June-first Sunday of September. Some of the priests
were William Dewees, Elmer Baker, L. Barton, Edward Bushong. Average attendance 45.
Two services (more at 8.) Priests: Walt Reuschling and N. Acton. Average attendance 66. Steeple added.

Two services. Priests: N. Acton and L Barton. Average attendance 95 (again, more at 8.)

Two services. Vicar Walt Reuschling. Average attendance about 95. About equal attendance at services.

Pattern about the same as 1979. Attendance increases gradually to about 110, flags and fair linens dedicated in 1979 and mid-week
prayer service added in1984.

Chapel becomes a year-round mission and John Wright is the vicar. Two services May thru Oct. Attendance about 97. One service Oct.
thru Dec. Attendance about 71.

One service Jan thru May and Sept thru Dec. Two services May thru Sept. John Wright vicar. John Wright completes 21 months of service,
June 1985 to Feb. 1987

One service winter months, two in summer. John Wright, John Hurd, and Norbert served as priests. Average attendance drops to 50s.
December 1— Full time Vicar Larry Hill begins service.

Two services in the summer: Saturday evening at 6 p.m. and one on Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Attendance begins to build to average 66.
Average attendance 89 in 1989. Trailer used for Sunday School.

Average attendance 103 October 1 - parish hall dedicated.

Chapel receives parish status and is called Church of the Holy Spirit. Two services for longer time of the year. Average attendance 154.
Continued growth - average attendance 178.

Fall of 1993: Additions begin to church and parish hall.

New additions dedicated in March. Father Nickerson and Father Larry Hill serve as priests. Two services year-round. Average attendance 166.
Larry Hill leaves as rector in Nov. and Father Nickerson fills in.

Ronald Robinson begins as new Rector. Average attendance 124.

R. Robinson rector. Two services, one midweek on Wed. Average attendance 151.

R. Robinson rector. Two Sunday services. Average attendance 165.

R. Robertson’s last service and now only one service with Graham Rowley or Richard Swartout. Average attendance drops to 96.

Rev. Philip Houghton becomes rector May 7 and serves until Oct. 29. Rev Bill Truitt begins services on Nov. 5. Only one service during
this year. Average attendance 84.

Easter Sunday begins two services. Rev. Truitt serves thru May. Father Bryan Glancey and Father Ken Thom (priests from SPBTS) begin
serving in June. Average attendance 92.

Father Bryan Glancey and Father Ken Thom continue to serve. Average attendance 96.

Father Walt Reuschling begins serving Jan.26. Average attendance at the two services 100. Father Glenn A. Duffy called as rector and
begins services June 1. Average attendance 109.

Father Glenn A. Duffy, rector. Average attendance grows to 145.

Father Glenn A. Duffy, rector. Mortgage paid off for parish house and church additions in June. Average attendance 121.

Average attendance 126.

Parishioner since 2000, Carl Mosley ordained as deacon by the Rt. Rev. James Shand, Bishop of Easton; Average attendance 112.

900 sq. ft. addition for new kitchen started. Average attendance 108.

Average attendance 101.

Kitchen completed. Average attendance 101.

Average Attendance 101.

After completing seminary and a Master’s Degree from 2008-2011 through the Nashotah House in Wisconsin, Deacon Carl Mosely
ordained a priest by the Rt. Rev. James Shand, Bishop of Easton. Barry Neville of St. Paul's Berlin served at Holy Spirit from Jun.-Dec. as
part of his educational program to become an ordained deacon. Average attendance 95.

After serving as assistant priest at Holy Spirit and supply priest in the Diocese of Easton, Father Carl Mosley was appointed to St. Mary’s in
Bridgeville, Delaware. Average attendance 96.

Father Glenn A. Duffy retires after the December 7th annual meeting. Father G. Allen LaMontagne begins serving as priest-in-charge on
Dec.14. Average attendance 84.

Parishioner since October 2014, Deacon Sherry Snyder begins service in June. Average attendance 74.

Father G. Allen LaMontagne retires on September 30. The Reverend Doctor Mark Cyr is brought in as Interim Rector on November 1.
Average attendance 75

The Reverend Joseph Michael Rushton becomes rector.

Welcoming a new rector & renewal of ministry service with Bishop Santosh Kumar Marray April 22. 50th Anniversary Celebration.
Reverend Alisha M. King joins Reverend Joseph Michael Rushton as Deacon-In-Residence and serves until November 2025.

Father Joseph Rushton retires and Father Carl Mosley is appointed Priest-In-Charge.

THE DOVE welcomes comments, suggestions, and articles. Contact Birgitt Brevard at bsbrevard@yahoo.com. Page 14



THE

o2y

SUBMISSIONS

The content deadline for
the JANUARY 2026 issue
of “THE DOVE” is Monday,
December 22, 2025.

Please submit your content in Microsoft Word document with text
only, no designs. Email your letters, ideas, articles, comments,
information, photos, questions - carefully labeled to

Birgitt Brevard at bshrevard@yahoo.com.

NOTE: Dates, times, locations mentioned in this newletter are
subject to change. All information has been edited to the best
of our abilities. Be kind and understanding. PEACE!

REMEMBER the December 22 deadline.

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

10001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD 21842

Parish Office: 410.723.1973 - Fax: 410.723.5653

E-mail: office@holyspiritoc.org - Website: www.holyspiritoc.org

SERVICES

8a.m.

In-Person Holy Eucharist Rite Il and live-streamed and posted to YouTube
10a.m.

In-Person Holy Eucharist Rite Il and live-streamed and posted to YouTube

The Right Reverend James J. Shand, Assisting Bishop of Easton
The Reverend Carl E. Mosley, Priest-In-Charge

Andy E. Diaz Reyes, Lay Latino Pastor

Bonnie Rease, Parish Administrator

Monica Martin, Senior Warden - John Frombach, Junior Warden
Kathy Elmer, Sunday School - Tim DeSilver, Music Minister

ﬁ_

Fold here ...

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
10001 Coastal Highway
Ocean City, Maryland 21842

“Seeking Christ With Others While Sharing The Christ Within Us”
Parish Office: 410.723.1973 - Website: www.holyspiritoc.org

Place
stamp
here




