\\‘ '/

THE DOVE ov;‘»\'

December 2021

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

10001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD 21842
Parish Office 410-723-1973
Fax 410-723-5653

e-mail: office@holyspiritoc.org
Website: www.holyspiritoc.org
Father Joseph Rushton 410-279-2582 (cell)

During the Uncertainty of the COVID-19 Virus
All calls to the Parish Office will be forwarded to Father Rushton

The Church is Open for In-Person Sunday Eucharist

8:00 am / In-Person Holy Eucharist Rite Il
and Recorded Service Posted to YouTube

10:00 am / In-Person Holy Eucharist Rite Il
and Virtual Attendance via Zoom Posted to Facebook

The Office Sends a Weekly Email with Information to Locate the Posted Services

The Right Reverend Santosh Marray, Bishop of Easton
The Reverend Joseph Rushton, Rector
Bonnie Rease, Bookkeeper and Secretary to the Rector

Monica Martin, Senior Warden
Cal Hook, Junior Warden
Kathy Elmer, Sunday School
Tim DeSilver, Music Minister

“Seeking Christ With Others While Sharing The Christ Within Us”



The Dove — Church of the Holy Spirit — December 2021
Seeking Christ With Others While Sharing the Christ Within Us

From the Rector

I hope you had an enjoyable Thanksgiving.

Time marches on and a New Year is here. For us Christians all around the world the New Year begins on
November 28, 2021, as does the season of Advent when our Church year begins. During this year we will
primarily read from the Gospel of Jesus Christ according to the Evangelist Luke. He will present to us the
Good News of Jesus the Christ.

AS ALWAYS, WE BEGIN AGAIN: it is with Advent, as we recall not only the end of days and the
beginning of the days of Jesus, Emmanuel "God with us."

Advent 1 —Luke 21:25-36

Jesus said, There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.

Advent 2 — Luke 3: 1-6

The word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the
prophet Isaiah, The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be
made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

Advent 3 — Luke 3:7-18

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether
he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is
more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

Advent 4 - Luke 1:39-45

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my
Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.
And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.
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(From the Rector - Continued from Page 1)

THEN COMES CHRISTMAS — Luke 2:1-14

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.
He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While
they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, '""Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger." Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!" (Luke 2:1-14)

I invite you to plan and make some space in your life this Advent season to remember those you
love and to be aware in our day to day living that there will be opportunities to share your love with
others who may find few people around them who love them. There are some who live in our Ocean
City community who through a variety of circumstances have very few connections to others and
are hard pressed to find reason to be joyful in the season. Maybe we can find an opportunity to
spread the Love of God in this season. Simple acts of kindness, simple gifts to various charities and
causes can help the joy of this season reach beyond our household or our church family.

May the Advent and Christmas Season be filled with the joy, peace, happiness, and love that you
share and you receive.

Merry Christmas!

In Christ's Love,
-Father Joe Rushton

Clristmas cs the season for the flame of charity i your hearts!

The Dove welcomes comments, suggestions, and articles.
Contact Katie or Terry at 410-641-6326 or TheDove@sprynet.com
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LET US REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS

Our Parish Family: Victoria DeSilver; Jane Florentino; Cal Hook; Jane; Cris; Alice Jones;
Carol Lee Hensyl; Desirae Godwin; Father Joseph Rushton;
Jack Panuska; Miriam Murphy; Alice Jones; Alex Strebe; Richard Taylor

Our Extended Family: Joan Faulkner; Dee, Lane & Liam; Anne Grabenstein; Bruce; Nicki Ridenour; David; Donald; Phyllis;
Lee Rolfes; Pat Myers; Gail Dunbar; Ann Ezzo; Jane E.; Charlie; Sandy; Jim Popa; Celeste Spanninger;
Marian Cannon; Doc; Linda Rolfes; Ziggy; Mary; Chuck Spanninger; Sabrina & Joey Helms; Margo Calhill;
Karl; Sawyer; Chuck Evans; Nancy Meadows

December Birthdays

12/02 Carol Lee Hensyl 12/18 Jacqueline Frombach
y 12/04 Katie Coffman 12/26 Marti McNiff
d 12/06 Ewan Betz 12/27 Jane Alexander
s an i 12/13 Donna Adams 12/28 Martha Stone
Birthday 12/16 Will Cathell 12/30 Steven Martin

Al‘miversa" ey December Anniversaries

12/03 Sue & John Flaherty

- =~ =1 12/06 Christine & Joel Brous
12/14 Phyllis & Mike Brian
12/15 Carolyn & Bill Johnston

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, we are very sorry!
Please notify the church office with the appropriate date so we can update our files.

Sunday School - Sundays during the 10:00 Service

Vestry Meeting - Monday December 6 at 7:00 pm

5—— Pancake Breakfast - Sunday December 5 after the 10:00 Service
== ... with a visit from Saint Nicholas.
e

As always, anyone wishing to enjoy or participate is welcome.

..... Thanks, Jack Panuska

Oct YTD Actual YTD Budget 2021 Budget

Income $32,643 $105,648 $81,750 $99,000 ** See Notes on
Expenses $10,899 $90,646 $91,003 $111,877 Page 4
Net Income/Loss $21,744 $15,002 ($9,253) ($12,877)

Special Dates in December - See Page 4 of The Dove for details.

Christmas Eve Eucharist - will be celebrated on Friday December 24 at 6:00 PM.

Please make sure to welcome our newcomers and visitors vacationing in Ocean City.
A friendly smile and quiet conversation after service will make our guests feel comfortable.
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ARneUNCEmMents

The Church of the Holy Spirit — Special Dates in December
Saturday December 4 — Decorating the Parish Hall for Christmas starting at 10:00.
Sunday December 5 — Pancake Breakfast with visit from St. Nicholas
Sunday December 19 — Sunday School Pageant during the 10:00 service,
and Decorating the Church for Christmas after the 10:00 service,
and filling Christmas Tins for Shepherd’s Crook,
and the Christmas Tree Gift Card Raffle!

Thursday December 23 — N.O.E.L. [Nothing Other than Eating and Loving] free Christmas Dinner
(see Page 5 for more details)

Friday December 24 — Christmas Eve Eucharist at 6:00 PM (no services on December 25)

The Church of the Holy Spirit — Episcopal Church Workers (ECW)

The ECW will be decorating the Parish Hall on Saturday, December 4 starting at 10am. All are welcome
to help! Coffee and Donuts will be provided. Bring your Christmas Cheer to create Christmas Magic.
Saint Nicholas is coming the next day, we need to be ready!

The ECW is asking for donations of Christmas cookies, baked goods, sweet treats, and Christmas tins on
Sunday December 19. The tins will be filled after the 10am service. Youth are very welcome to join the
fun. The goodies will be given to our friends at Shepherd's Crook.

Please spread the word to others who may be interested in the Christmas Activities with the ECW!!

Submitted by Monica Martin

The Church of the Holy Spirit — Notes to the Net Income / Loss (as Detailed on Page 3)

Cash on Hand in Operating Fund as of 10/31/21 is $30,448.

Better than expected performance is partially due to decreased expenses because of the Covid-19 shutdown earlier
this year.

Net Income at the end of October increased as a result of the forgiveness of the Payroll Protection Program Loan.
The Church of The Holy Spirit was fortunate to receive a loan in the amount of $13,385. The entire loan was
forgiven in October and the loan amount is now considered income.

Net Income at the end of October also increased due to the successful Crab Feast Fundraiser. The sale of tickets,
the chance auction, and the raffle raised $5,545 for our church.

However, pledge income is less than expected based on the Giving Cards for 2021. If you are able to meet your
pledge for 2021, please place your offering in the collection plate or mail to the church by the end of the year.

Thanks, The Stewardship Committee
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ARneuncements

Church of the Holy Spirit — Christmas Outreach with Worcester G.O.L.D. (Giving Other Lives Dignity)

We are working with Worcester G.O.L.D. for our annual Christmas Angel Tree program. Tags with the names of
children and gift requests are available at the church each Sunday. Please use the tag to label your gifts. All tags
should be loosely attached, as they will be replaced before delivery.

All gifts should be wrapped and dropped off at the church by Sunday December 12. T&

Monetary Donations are always welcome to purchase gifts. Checks payable to Church of the Holy Spirit with
“Christmas Angel Tree” indicated on the lower left can be placed in the collection plate on Sunday or mailed to
Church of the Holy Spirit at 10001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City MD 21842.

Please contact Sue Flaherty at 410-430-2100, for more information.

Church of the Holy Spirit — Christmas Tree Gift Card Raffle

The Church of the Holy Spirit is holding a Christmas Tree Raffle with three prizes. The three trees have $500,
$300, and $200 in gift cards from local businesses. See the bulletin for a full list of the incredible gift cards prizes!

The tickets are $5 each or 3 for $10. The drawing will be held on Sunday December 19 during coffee hour and the
winner does not need to be present. Please consider purchasing tickets for you or your family.

See Martha Stone or Monica Martin at Sunday Services or Call Monica at 443-235-8942 to purchase tickets.

Church of the Holy Spirit — Christmas Outreach with NOEL Community (Nothing Other Than Eating and Loving)

The NOEL Community will host their 24th Annual Christmas Dinner. Last year, they modified how to distribute a
non-perishable and mostly precooked dinner to simply heat at home. This change allows the NOEL Community to
provide for many in the safest way possible with limited volunteers.

The volunteers are filling 72 cloth bags with non-perishable foods to enjoy for Christmas. Generous donations from
the community will be used to purchase hams, vegetables, potatoes, biscuits, and desserts. The bags will be handed
out on Thursday December 23 at Shepherd's Crook from 10:00 am — 12:00 noon.

There are also bags to be distributed to those that do not have homes and cannot heat their meals. Q{

In keeping with tradition, the NOEL Community will also provide Christmas dinner for our local first responders
and town employees working on Christmas Day.

If you would like to make a donation to NOEL to support the Christmas dinner and year round outreach, mail a
check payable to the NOEL Community to St. Paul's by-the-Sea, at 302 Baltimore Avenue, Ocean City, MD 21842.

As always, thank you for the support for the NOEL Community and please keep in mind Sunday food donations
for the Shepherd's Crook are appreciated year round. Non-perishable items can be placed in the basket as you
enter church.

Monica Martin, Katie Coffman, Terry Moody, Jackie Carey
(team members of the NOEL Community and of the parish family at Church of the Holy Spirit)
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ARneUNCEmMents

The Church of the Holy Spirit —Safe Guarding God’s Children

Safeguarding God’s Children is a nationally recognized program for the prevention of child
sexual abuse in the church and in the home. Safeguarding God’s Children is the program
which all clergy, lay staff and volunteers who minister to and work with children and
youth must take. All lay people, including church employees, the vestry, Eucharistic
ministers, Eucharistic visitors, and any parishioners who interact with children and youth
must complete this training.

The vestry, officers, and staff of the Church of the Holy Spirit were trained by our own
Jackie Carey (see picture below) on Sunday November 21 as required by the Diocese of
Easton.

The Church of the Holy Spirit recognizes this training very seriously. We want to ensure
we are knowledgeable on this topic. Those who were unable to attend will be trained in
the near future.

Thanks
Monica Martin, Senior Warden
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Commumnity

The Ocean Cluster - Church of the Holy Spirit (Ocean City), St. Paul’s by-the-Sea (Ocean City),
and St. Paul’s (Berlin) — Outreach for Hope4Recovery

Shortly after Hope4Recovery opened in 2018, the Ocean Cluster consisting of the three local Episcopal
churches, including Church of the Holy Spirit (North Ocean City), St. Paul's by-the-Sea (South Ocean
City), and St. Paul's (Berlin) decided to learn more and become involved with the residents at the
Hope4Recovery House.

Hope4Recovery Inc is a non-profit organization created to provide a safe, sober and structured living
environment for those in recovery from substance use disorder. Hope4Recovery located in Berlin,
Maryland opened the first (and only) recovery house in Worcester County. The home has 11 residents
and a live-in house manager. The house manager assures the residents follow the agreed to guidelines.

The Ocean Cluster is collecting donations for Hope4Recovery during the Christmas season for the
residents. They are asking our congregation to consider donating items such as athletic socks, toothpaste,
toiletries, candy, and stocking stuffers. These donations will placed in gift packages and delivered in
December with our portion of the dinner provided by the Church of the Holy Spirit. Please place your
donations in the bin at the back of the church by December 12. If you would like to donate money, cash is
preferred in an envelope marked with “H4R Christmas Boxes” or make checks payable to Church of the
Holy Spirit with “H4R Christmas Boxes” in the memo line.

The committee members of the Ocean Cluster thought bringing the residents a home-cooked meal on a
Sunday each month and sharing the meal would help them with re-entry into the community. The three
churches continue to rotate monthly since 2019 preparing and delivering one of the following: the main
dish with sides, the salad and bread, or the dessert and beverages. That was before Covid-19 time when
all enjoyed sharing the meal and fellowship. The members of the churches continue to provide dinner on
the 3rd Sunday, but no longer stay with the residents during the meal.

The next date for the Sunday meal is December 12. Church of the Holy Spirit parishioners will be
providing the dessert and beverages.

Please contact Jackie via text or a phone call at 443-735-4275. You can also reach her via email at
Jjackiecarey47.jc@gmail.com to learn more about this monthly outreach program.

The Cold Weather Shelter — Volunteers Needed

St. Peter's Lutheran Church located at 103rd Street in Ocean City, will be again opening their doors this
year beginning on December 1 in the evenings when the temperature is 25 degrees or colder (with wind
chill). The shelter will be open from 5:00pm to 7:00am. They can accommodate up to 14 guests with
social distancing.

The Cold Weather Shelter is in dire need of volunteers. Individuals are needed to prepare meals, to
check-in guests, and for the overnight shift.

Please contact Jason Long at OCMDColdWeatherShelter @gmail.com for more information.
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Greeter - 8:00 Service Greeter - 10:00 Service
- Jackie & Skip Carey 05 - Ann & Joe Dougherty
- Jackie & Skip Carey 12 - Bonnie Rease and Kay Saxon
- Jackie & Skip Carey 19 - Pat & Jack Panuska
- Jackie & Skip Carey 26 - Ann & Joe Dougherty
Lector - 8:00 Service Lector - 10:00 Service
- Jackie Carey 05 - Monica Martin
- Jackie Carey 12 - John Frombach
- Jackie Carey 19 - Joe Dougherty
- Jackie Carey 26 - Diane Frombach
Acolyte - 8:00 Service Acolyte - 10:00 Service
- Skip Carey 05 - Marena Konoski
- Skip Carey 12 - John Frombach
- Skip Carey 19 - Melanie Konoski
- Skip Carey 26 - Diane Frombach
Chalice Bearer - 8:00 Service Chalice Bearer - 10:00 Service
- Skip Carey 05 - Carolyn Johnston
- Skip Carey 12 - Diane Frombach
- Skip Carey 19 - Monica Martin
- Skip Carey 26 - John Frombach
Coffee Hour
05 - Pancake Breakfast
12 - Donna Adams and Kay Saxon
19 - Diane Frombach
26 - Monica Martin
Altar Guild Recorders
- Bonnie Rease and Barbara Wachter 05 - Ann Dougherty and Jane Florentino
- Diane Frombach and Bonnie Rease 12 - Melanie Konoski and Barbara Wachter
- Sue Flaherty and Barbara Wachter 19 - Melanie Konoski and Barbara Wachter
- Diane Frombach and Bonnie Rease 26 - Ann Dougherty and Jane Florentino

The Lord will Show Me the Path of Life
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Altar Guild
12/24 6:00 PM - Diane Frombach and Bonnie Rease

Greeter Lector
12/24 6:00 PM - Bonnie Rease 12/24 6:00 PM - Jackie Carey
Acolyte Chalice Bearer
12/24 6:00 PM - Jackie Carey 12/24 6:00 PM - Skip Carey

Christmas Decoration Fund
(Greenery, Wreaths, Poinsettias)

Gift Given By:

In Memory Of:

In Honor Of:

Amount Enclosed:

Please Return Form and Money by December 19
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December 2021

...
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
6p AA Meeting 6:30p AA Meeting 10am Decorate
Parish Hall For
Christmas
D 8a & 10a 6 7 8 9 10 11
Eucharist Vestry 7p
Pancake Breakfast 6p AA Meeting 6:30p AA Meeting
with visit from
St. Nicholas
12 8a & 10a 13 14 15 16 17 18
Eucharist
6p AA Meeting 6:30p AA Meeting
Hope4Recovery 4p
19 8a & 10a 20 21 22 23 24 25
Eucharist NOEL Dinner Christmas Eve Have a Holy
Sunda)|;3ch0<:l 6p AA Meeting 10a-12n SPBTS Eucharist 6p Christmas!
agean
DecorategChurch .
Fill Cookie Tins 6:30p AA Meeting (No Service)
26 8a & 10a 27 28 29 30 31 1
Eucharist January 2022
6p AA Meeting 6:30p AA Meeting
Happy New
Year




