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CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
10001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD 21842 

Parish Office 410-723-1973 
Fax 410-723-5653 

 
e-mail: office@holyspiritoc.org 
Website: www.holyspiritoc.org   

Father Joseph Rushton 410-279-2582 (cell) 
 

During the State of Emergency for the COVID-19 Virus 
 

All calls to the Parish Office will be forwarded to Father Rushton 
 

Sunday Services 
8:00 am / Recorded - YouTube 

10:00 am / Live - Zoom, Facebook, YouTube 
See Details on Page 4 

 
The Right Reverend Santosh Marray, Bishop of Easton 

The Reverend Joseph Rushton, Rector 
Bonnie Rease, Bookkeeper and Secretary to the Rector 

 
Monica Martin, Senior Warden 

Cal Hook, Junior Warden 
Kathy Elmer, Sunday School 
Tim DeSilver, Music Minister 

 
 

 “Seeking Christ With Others While Sharing The Christ Within Us” 



From the Rector 
 
 
Last year, 2020, the month of March was a typical beginning to the season of Lent.  We gathered 
for a pancake supper, said farewell to the Alleluia.  We signed one another with Ashes and Lent was 
progressing.  Then two weeks into the season abrupt changes played out all 
around us.  We started wearing masks, social distancing and became more 
fastidious about handwashing.  Suddenly we were no longer able to gather for 
our Sunday worship services nor could we visit in hospitals or health care 
facilities.  Many of us experienced this distancing as quite isolating. 
 
It is hard to believe that a year has passed. We are still facing limitations in our 
ability to gather. We continue to practice distance, masks, and other behaviors 
to minimize the risks of being infected or transmitting Covid-19 virus to others.  
 
Thanks be to God, many have stepped up to share the burdens others may be experiencing.  
Scientists have developed several vaccines that have been welcomed and endorsed by specialized 
medical professionals.  There is hope present and future that we will be able to return to normalcy 
in our abilities to once again gather and interact with those we love. 
 
As a parish family, we continue to gather, albeit virtually via recorded services.  In response to the 
requests of the parish, we are expanding our worship options to provide visual/virtual interactions 
with members of our community.  Zoom, Facebook, and YouTube will be used on the last Sunday 
of February.  You will receive information via email inviting you to participate.  
 
If you find this a little confusing or need assistance with Zoom, Facebook, or YouTube, please feel 
free to contact me or others as instructed in the letter on page 4. 
 
Let us continue to pray and be present with one another. Let us pray for those who have become 
sickened or have died from COVID-19. Let us also pray for God’s guidance towards us and to 
others as we move forward to limit the effects of this pandemic.  May God safely lead us. 
 
Faithfully, 
Father Rushton 
 

 
Bless leaders and governments at this time of world pandemic during COVID-19 with wisdom and strength. 

 
 We pray for those who are suffering with sickness from COVID-19 and all who care for them. 

 
May we approach each day in faith and with peace. 
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The Dove welcomes comments, suggestions, and articles. 
Contact Katie or Terry at 410-641-6326 or TheDove@sprynet.com 



       LET US REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS
Our Parish Family: Diane & John Frombach; Carol Lee Hensyl; Michael Konoski;

Steven Martin; Jane Florentino; Desirae Godwin; 
Father Joe Rushton; Jack Panuska; Miriam Murphy; 
Alice Jones; Alex Strebe; Richard Taylor

Our Extended Family: 

For The Departed: Cheryl Spanninger

Jane E.; Charlie; Sandy; Jim Popa; Celeste Spanninger; Amy Harris; Shianne; Scott Kling & Family;
Marian Cannon; Doc; Linda Rolfes; Ziggy; Mary; Chuck Spanninger; Jody Farley; Sabrina & Joey Helms;
Ron Jones; Margo Cahill; Karl; Sawyer; Chuck Evans; Nancy Meadows

                               March Birthdays

                               March Anniversaries

    03/05 - Alex DeSilver
    03/05 - Jonathan Cook
    03/15 - Will Pellinger
    03/15 - Conor Pellinger

03/23 - Tyler Cook
03/24 - Michael Konoski
03/24 - Miriam Murphy
03/25 - Jessica Fry

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, we are very sorry!
Please notify the church office with the appropriate date so we can update our files.

                            03/17 - Jackie & Skip Carey 
                03/17 - Marti McNiff & Suzi Windemuth

January YTD Actual YTD Budget 2020 Budget
Income $5,475 $5,475 $7,550 $99,000 

Expenses $7,444 $7,444 $7,749 $111,877 
($1,969) ($1,969) ($199) ($12,877)

Prayers and Thanksgivings in the Book of Common Prayer

Net Income/Loss

Prayer #3 - For the Human Family

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son:
Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; 

break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love;
and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; 

that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord Amenthrough Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Prayer #27 - For Social Justice

Grant, O God, that your holy and life giving Spirit may so move every human heart and especially the hearts 
of the people of this land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; 

that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
 

Prayer #35 - For the Poor and the NeglectedPrayer #35 -  For the Poor and the Neglected

Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and neglected persons
whom it would be easy for us to forget;

the homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have none to care for them. 
Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow into joy.

Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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Church of the Holy Spirit – In Loving Memory of Cheryl Spanninger 

 

 

 
Cheryl Spanninger passed on January 21, 2021 at the 
age of 69.  
 
Born on September 10, 1951 in Greenfield, WI. Cheryl 
studied nursing at the University of Wisconsin and 
began her long career after moving to the 
Baltimore/Washington DC area in the 70's. She was a 
dedicated nurse there for nearly 30 years. In the Spring 
of 2004, she decided to make a change in lifestyles and 
moved to Ocean City, MD. Continuing her career at 
Atlantic General Hospital. She became certified in Reiki 
Therapy, and was multi-talented above and beyond 
nursing. 
 
On June 12th of 2009 she made Chuck Spanninger the 
luckiest man on Earth and they were wed.  Her artistic 
talents were endless as she painted in all medias, made 
clothing, and was a talented quilter with her many 
friends in the area. But her most profound attribute was 
her compassion for the lost and misfit animals. Of which 
she had adopted many, and had a large 4-legged family. 

She also loved family outings to the beach, trips to amusement parks to ride the roller coasters 
with her granddaughter Maddie, trips to Camden Yards for an O's game, or a night at the Dinner 
Theatre. Her family was her everything wonderful. 
 
She belonged to: The Church of the Holy Spirit, Art League of Ocean City, American Legion Post 
166, Quilters by the Sea of O.P. and the “Red Hats Society” 
 
She was proceeded in death by her parents and brother, Al Hollatz. She is survived by her 
husband Charles Spanninger, daughter Jennifer Weinstein and (Shane Weinstein) and beloved 
Granddaughter Maddie.  Brother Keith, and sister-in-law Susan Hollatz and nieces and nephews 
in Wisconsin. 
 
In lieu of flowers the family would respectfully suggest donations be made to the Worcester 
County Humane Society in her memory. 
 
There will be a Celebration of Life held at a later date.  
 
From https://www.easternshorecremation.com/ 
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The	Church	of	the	Holy	Spirit 
10001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD 21842 

Phone: 410‐723‐1973, Fax: 410‐723‐5653 
office@holyspiritoc.org 
www.holyspiritoc.org 

The Rev Joseph M. Rushton 

 
 
February 22, 2021 

 
Hello Church of the Holy Spirit Family,  
 
We hope this notice finds your families well.The Church of the Holy Spirit has been 
working hard to make church services accessible to all, while maintaining safety 
protocols from COVID-19.Since mid-March of 2020 we have had a weekly service 
posted on You Tube.   
 
The 8:00 am service will continue in its current format.  A link will be emailed to 
parishioners just before 9:00 am each Sunday and a copy of the service bulletin 
will be attached.   
 
NEW SERVICE OFFERING! 
 
Beginning on Sunday, February 28, 2021, Church of the Holy Spirit will offer a 10am 
service via the Zoom platform.  The service will simultaneously be available LIVE on the 
Church of the Holy Spirit's Facebook page and on the church's YouTube page.  
 
 To access the services live online:  
 
If you wish to attend via Zoom Live:  On Thursday of each week, each member of 
Church of the Holy Spirit will receive an invitation to the Zoom service.  On Sunday, 
click on that invitation to be placed into the service space. This service is scheduled for 
9:45 am; fifteen minutes to allow people to gather and get oriented and then at 10:00 
am the service will begin. 
 
.If you wish to attend the service via Facebook Live:   On Sundays at 10am, simply go 
to the Church of the Holy Spirit’s Facebook page.  The Church of the Holy Spirit's 
Facebook page can be found by searching in Facebook for "Church of the Holy Spirit, 
Ocean City, MD"  
 
If you wish to attend via YouTube Llive:  On Sundays at 10am, simply go to the Church 
of the Holy Spirit's YouTube page.  The church's YouTube page can be found by 
searching in YouTube for "Church of the Holy Spirit Ocean City MD"   
 
 
(Continued on the Next Page) 

 
  March 2021 – Page 4 



The Church of the Holy Spirit 
February 22, 2021 

 
 
 
For technical assistance, Father Rushton is available to help.  His direct number is 410-
279-2582, or via email joerushton@verizon.net.  Parishioner Tyler Betz has also 
committed to be available for assistance, and will be available by telephone in the 
evenings on Mon, Tues, Wed, and Friday.  His cell phone number is 410-713-1723, and 
his email address is betzempowers@gmail.com.  
 
It has been almost one year since live services have ceased.  The hope is that using 
technology we can continue to offer our church family, and the larger community, all of 
the fruits of the gospel, the word of God, and the blessings of camaraderie and 
togetherness. Coming together, in worship, praise, and as a family in Christ, is exactly 
what we need in these trying times.  It is through leaning on each other, and on the 
Good News, that we can feel the light of God on our face, and know brighter days are 
coming. 
 
 
Faithfully,  

 
Father Joe Rushton 
Rector, Church of the Holy Spirit 
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EASTER FLOWERS 
 

 
Flower Gift Given By: 

 
________________________________________________________ 

 
 

In Memory of:  
  

________________________________________________________ 
 
 

________________________________________________________ 
 

In Honor of:   
 

________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Amount Enclosed $ __________ 
 

(Please return the form and your donation by Palm Sunday, March 28) 

 

  

 

Church of the Holy Spirit – Short Summary from the Annual Meeting on February 7, 2021 
 

The Annual Meeting was held on Sunday February 7, 2021 with a quorum of the needed 20 individuals 
who participated in the parish hall, via ZOOM, or teleconference. Thanks to all who attended, we were 
able to conduct the business of the meeting including the presentation of the budget for 2021. 
 

Jackie Carey (second term) and Marena Konoski were elected to the vestry for three years. After the 
annual meeting, Ann Dougherty was appointed to finish the term held by Cheryl Spanninger who will be 
missed by all of our parish family (see page 3).   
 

Welcome to our new and returning vestry members. 

 
The Church of the Holy Spirit – “Souper Bowl” Thanks! 

 
The Parishioners at the Church of the Holy Spirit responded with incredible generosity to again make 
“Souper Bowl” Sunday a success despite COVID-19.  
 
The cans of soup and other non-perishable foods were provided to the Shepherd's Crook pantry in South 
Ocean City and Spirit’s Kitchen in Berlin. 
 
Thanks Again for Your Generosity, Katie Coffman and Terry Moody 
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The Noel Community – Thanks to The Church of the Holy Spirit 

The Noel Community thanks everyone for the gloves, hats, and socks donated at 
our 19th annual gLOVEs drive over the Valentine Day season despite COVID-19.  
Your generous gifts were appreciated by those who received these donations 
during the cold and wet weather this year. The items were provided to local food 
pantries and social service groups that serve individuals and families in our area. 
Together, we are able to warm the hearts and hands of our friends in needs. 

From Your Heart to Theirs! 
The Noel Community 

The Ocean Cluster and Three Parish Pilgrimage Updates 

The Ocean Cluster, made up of the three Episcopal churches in the area, met in February, properly 
masked and social-distanced, of course. We reviewed our commitment to the Hope4Recovery 
House, which includes bringing them a meal every month, with each church providing a different 
part of the meal. 

Father Moyer, of St. Paul's Berlin, reminded us that Cluster activities have in the past included 
more events, and we talked about what else we could do. The three-parish pilgrimage on the 
Wednesday of Holy Week, which has been going on for years, came up as something we would not 
like to see disappear. We cannot do it in the traditional way, going from parish to parish for part 
of the evening's events.  We discussed having a virtual pilgrimage. Father Moyer has done virtual 
events for St. Paul's, so he is going to work up a way for us to have a virtual pilgrimage, most 
likely by Zoom.  

The plans are very preliminary at this point, but the idea seems promising. Details to follow, as 
they develop. 

Submitted by Jackie Carey 

 



Greeter / Check In - 8:00 Service Greeter / Check In - 10:00 Service

07 - Jackie Carey 07 - Kay Saxon
14 - Jackie Carey 14 - Ann Dougherty
21 J ki C 21 Di F b h21 - Jackie Carey 21 - Diane Frombach
28 - Jackie Carey 28 - Marena Konoski

Acolyte - 8:00 Service Acolyte - 10:00 Service

07 - Skip Carey 07 - Monica Martin
14 - Skip Carey 14 - Diane Frombachp y
21 - Skip Carey 21 - Melanie Konoski
28 - Skip Carey 28 - Marena Konoski

Lector - 8:00 Service Lector - 10:00 Service

07 - Jackie Carey 07 - Monica Martin
14 - Jackie Carey 14 - Diane Frombach14 - Jackie Carey 14 - Diane Frombach
21 - Jackie Carey 21 - Melanie Konoski
28 - Jackie Carey 28 - Marena Konoski

Chalice Bearer - 8:00 Service Chalice Bearer - 10:00 Service

07 - Skip Carey 07 - Melanie Konoski
14 Skip Carey 14 Carolyn Johnston14 - Skip Carey 14 - Carolyn Johnston
21 - Skip Carey 21 - Monica Martin
28 - Skip Carey 28 - Diane Frombach

Altar Guild Recorders

07 - Diane Frombach and Bonnie Rease 07 - Melanie Konoski and Barbara Wachter
14 - Sue Flaherty and Barbara Wachter 14 - Melanie Konoski and Barbara Wachtery
21 - Diane Frombach and Bonnie Rease 21 - Ann Dougherty and Jane Florentino
28 - Sue Flaherty and Barbara Wachter 28 - Ann Dougherty and Jane Florentino

Wake Up Each Day with a Smile!
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 3 4 
 

5 6 
 

7 
8a  Recorded 
10a Live - Zoom, 
Facebook, YouTube  

 

8 
Vestry 7p 

9 10 11 12 13 

14 
8a  Recorded 
10a Live - Zoom, 
Facebook, YouTube  

 

15 16 17 
 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 
 

20 

21 
8a  Recorded 
10a Live - Zoom, 
Facebook, YouTube  
Hope4Recovery  
     Dinner 4p 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 
Palm Sunday 
8a  Recorded 
10a Live - Zoom, 
Facebook, YouTube  

29 30 31 
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