
 
 
 

        THE DOVE 

December 2020 

 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
10001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD 21842 

Parish Office 410-723-1973 

Fax 410-723-5653 

 

e-mail: office@holyspiritoc.org 

Website: www.holyspiritoc.org   

Father Joseph Rushton 410-279-2582 (cell) 

 

 

During the State of Emergency for the COVID-19 Virus 
 

All calls to the Parish Office will be forwarded to Father Rushton 
 

Sunday Eucharist at 8:00 and 10:00 
Either in the Church or the Parish Hall 

Greeters will Assist on Arrival – Please Come Celebrate the Eucharist 
 
 
 
 

The Right Reverend Santosh Marray, Bishop of Easton 
The Reverend Joseph Rushton, Rector 

Bonnie Rease, Bookkeeper and Secretary to the Rector 
 

Monica Martin, Senior Warden 
Cal Hook, Junior Warden 

Kathy Elmer, Sunday School 
Tim DeSilver, Music Minister 

 

 
    “Seeking Christ With Others While Sharing The Christ Within UsSeeking Christ With Others While Sharing The Christ Within UsSeeking Christ With Others While Sharing The Christ Within UsSeeking Christ With Others While Sharing The Christ Within Us” 

 



          From the Rector     
 

I hope you had an enjoyable Thanksgiving. 

 

Time marches on and a New Year is here. For us Christians all around the world the New Year begins on 

November 29, 2020, as does the season of Advent when our Church year begins. During this year we will 

primarily read from the Gospel of Jesus Christ according to both the Evangelists Mark and John. They will 

present to us the Good News of Jesus the Christ.  
 

AS ALWAYS, WE BEGIN AGAIN: it is with Advent, as we recall not only the end of days and the 

beginning of the days of Jesus, Emmanuel "God with us." 

 

Advent 1 - Mark 13:24-37 
 

But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a 

journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 

doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake - for you do not know when the master of the 

house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you 

asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake. 
 

Advent 2 - Mark 1:1-8 
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as it is written in the prophet 

Isaiah. I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one 

crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” 
 

Advent 3 - John 1:6-8,19-28 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, 

so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 

light.This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 

ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 

And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” 

He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who 

sent us. What do you say about yourself?”  He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
 

Advent 4 - Luke 1:26-38 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was 

much perplexed by his words. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 

Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 

him the throne of his ancestor David.” 
 

 

(From the Rector - continued on the next page) 
 

The Dove – Church of the Holy Spirit – December 2020 
 

Seeking Christ With Others While Sharing the Christ Within Us 
 

December 2020 – Page 1 



(From the Rector - Continued from Page 1) 

 

THEN COMES CHRISTMAS – Luke 2:1-14 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 

This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 

their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 

He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While 

they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son 

and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 

in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger." Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 

favors!" (Luke 2:1-14) 
 

I invite you to plan and make some space in your life this Advent season to remember those you 

love and to be aware in our day to day living that there will be opportunities to share your love with 

others who may find few people around them who love them. There are some who live in our Ocean 

City community who through a variety of circumstances have very few connections to others and 

are hard pressed to find reason to be joyful in the season.  Maybe we can find an opportunity to 

spread the Love of God in this season.  Simple acts of kindness, simple gifts to various charities and 

causes can help the joy of this season reach beyond our household or our church family. 
 

May the Advent and Christmas Season be filled with the joy, peace, happiness, and love that you 

share and you receive.  
 

Merry Christmas! 
 

In Christ's Love, 

-Father Joe Rushton 
 

 
  

   Christmas is the season for the Christmas is the season for the Christmas is the season for the Christmas is the season for the flame offlame offlame offlame of    charity in your heartscharity in your heartscharity in your heartscharity in your hearts!!!!    
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The Dove welcomes comments, suggestions, and articles. 

Contact Katie or Terry at 410-641-6326 or TheDove@sprynet.com 

 



       LET US REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS
Our Parish Family: Michael Konoski; Steven Martin; Jane Florentino;

Desirae Godwin; Gail Dunbar; Barbara Wachter; 

Father Joe Rushton; Jack Panuska; Miriam Murphy; 

Alice Jones; Alex Strebe; Richard Taylor

Our Extended Family: 

For The Departed:

Tim Popa; Celeste Spanninger; Amy Harris; Shianne; Scott Kling & Family; Marian Cannon; Doc; John Rease; Linda Rolfes;

Ziggy; Mary; Pat Hutchison; Chuck Spanninger; Jody Farley; The Jackson Family; Sabrina & Joey Helms; Ron Jones;

Margo Cahill; Karl; Sawyer; Chuck Evans; Nancy Meadows; Kim Whaley; Ann Ezzo; Robert Vaughan; The Numbers Family;

Regina Eckard;  Mike Brian; Charles Spanninger,III; Joan Faulkner; Jeff; Kathy; Patti; Ann O’Donnell; Tim; Cara; Analise; Ruth 

     

                               December Birthdays                               December Birthdays

12/02  Carol Lee Hensyl

12/04  Katie Coffman

12/06  Ewan Betz

12/16  Will Cathell

12/18  Jacqueline Frombach

12/26  Marti McNiff

12/27  Jane Alexander

12/28  Martha Stone

12/30  Steven Martin

                               December Anniversaries

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, we are very sorry!

Please notify the church office with the appropriate date so we can update our files.

                         12/03  Sue & John Flaherty

                         12/06  Christine & Joel Brous

                         12/14  Phyllis & Mike Brian

                         12/15  Carolyn & Bill Johnston

October YTD Actual YTD Budget 2020 Budget
Income $7,925 $84,956 $86,490 $102,400 

Expenses $9,887 $96,974 $98,170 $119,360 
($1,962) ($12,018) ($11,680) ($16,960)

Prayers and Thanksgivings in the Book of Common Prayer

Net Income/Loss

Prayer #3 - For the Human Family

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son:

Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; 

break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love;

and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; 

that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Prayer #27 - For Social Justice

Grant, O God, that your holy and life giving Spirit may so move every human heart and especially the hearts 

of the people of this land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; 

that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

 

Prayer #35 -  For the Poor and the NeglectedPrayer #35 -  For the Poor and the Neglected

Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and neglected persons

whom it would be easy for us to forget;

the homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have none to care for them. 

Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow into joy.

Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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Church of the Holy Spirit – Christmas Outreach with Worcester G.O.L.D. (Giving Other Lives Dignity) 
 

Just a reminder, we are working with Worcester G.O.L.D. for our annual Christmas Angel Tree program. Tags 

with the names of children and gift requests are available at the church and additional names and gift requests 

were emailed on November 23. 
  

We have committed to provide gifts for 4 families and 16 children.  Each child has multiple tags.  If you are unable 

to access tags at the church but would like to participate, please reach out to Sue Flaherty at 410-430-2100 or 

basketsue@comcast.net. 
 

If you select tag(s) from the list emailed, you will receive a confirmation email with a tag to label your gifts. If you 

pick a tag from the tree at church, please use that tag to label your gifts.  All tags should be loosely attached, as 

these tags will be replaced before delivery. 
 

All gifts should be wrapped and dropped off at the church on Sunday.  If you are unable to get there during the 

hours the church is open, volunteers are ready and willing to provide pickup service.  Please contact Sue as needed. 
 

Monetary Donations are always welcome to purchase gifts.  Checks payable to Church of the Holy Spirit with 

“Christmas Angel Tree” indicated on the lower left can be placed in the collection plate on Sunday or mailed to 

Church of the Holy Spirit at 10001 Coastal Highway, Ocean City MD 21842. 
 

Please drop off all gifts or arrange for pickup no later than Sunday, December 13.  
  

Church of the Holy Spirit – Christmas Outreach with NOEL Community (Nothing Other Than Eating and Loving) 
 

This year, despite the pandemic, the NOEL committee has decided to continue with our 23rd Annual Christmas 

Dinner tradition.  However, we have modified how we will do our dinner so that we can provide for as many as we 

can in the safest way possible. 
 

The committee volunteers are filling 124 cloth bags with non-perishable foods to enjoy for Christmas. Generous 

donations from the community will be used to purchase canned hams, vegetables, potatoes, biscuits, and desserts. 

The bags will be handed out on Christmas Eve at the Shepherd's Crook from 10:00 am – 12:00 noon.   
 

In keeping with tradition, the committee will also provide Christmas dinner for our local first responders and town 

employees working on Christmas Day.   
 

In the past, we have received many donations and welcomed volunteers from the Church of the Holy Spirit.  This 

year, volunteers are not needed on Christmas Day due to Covid-19.   

 

If you would like to make a donation to NOEL to support the Christmas dinner and year round outreach activities, 

you can mail a check payable to the NOEL Community to St. Paul's by-the-Sea, c/o NOEL, at 302 Baltimore 

Avenue, Ocean City, MD 21842.   
 

As always, thank you for your support and please keep in mind food donations for the Shepherd's Crook are 

received year round and can be placed in the basket in the back of the Church. 

 

Monica Martin and The N.O.E.L Committee 

 

 

 
 



 

December 

 

November 15, 20

 

Confirmation of 

Henry Douglas Brous 

and 

Caleb Michael Elmer

  

The Right Reverend Santosh Marray, Bishop 

The Reverend Joseph M. Rushton, Rector
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The Ocean Cluster - Church of the Holy Spirit (Ocean City), St. Paul’s by-the-Sea (Ocean City),  

and St. Paul’s (Berlin) – Outreach for Hope4Recovery 

 

Shortly after Hope4Recovery opened in 2018, the Ocean Cluster consisting of the three local Episcopal  churches, 

including Church of the Holy Spirit (North Ocean City), St. Paul's by-the-Sea (South Ocean City), and St. Paul's 

(Berlin) decided to learn more and become involved with the residents at the Hope4Recovery House.  
 

Hope4Recovery Inc is a non-profit organization created to provide a safe, sober and structured living environment 

for those in recovery from substance use disorder. Hope4Recovery located in Berlin Maryland opened the first (and 

only) recovery house in Worcester County. The home has 11 residents and a live-in house manager.  The house 

manager assures the residents follow the agreed to guidelines. 
 

Hope4Recovery has provided a safe home for 87 individuals in recovery since opening and is proud of the track 

record of their current and previous residents.  The structure of the home allows  residents to be productive 

members of society by requiring all who enter the home to attend addiction counseling and mental health 

counseling as needed, attend four self help meetings a week, sign in and out of the house for accountability, secure 

employment and submit to random urinalysis weekly.  In addition Hope4Recovery holds an AA meeting within the 

home Wednesday evenings. Residents volunteer as a family when the need in the community arises and during the 

pandemic made Easter baskets for Berlin and Salisbury nursing homes and participated in food drives in Berlin 

and Snow Hill.    
 

The committee members of the Ocean Cluster thought bringing the residents a home-cooked meal on a Sunday 

each month and sharing the meal would help them with re-entry into the community. The three churches rotate 

monthly by preparing and delivering one of the following: the main dish with sides, the salad and bread, or the 

dessert and beverages. That was before Covid-19 time when all enjoyed sharing the meal and fellowship. The 

churches continue to provide dinner on the 3rd Sunday, but no longer stay with the residents during the meal. 
 

The Ocean Cluster is having a drive to collect donations of paper goods for Hope4Recovery during the Christmas 

season. They are asking our congregation to consider donating items such as toilet paper, napkins, paper plates, 

plastic utensils, plastic cups, etc. These donations will be delivered in December with our portion of the dinner 

provided by the Church of the Holy Spirit.  Please place your donations in the bin at the back of the church.  
 

The next date is Sunday December 13. Church of the Holy Spirit members will be providing the dessert and 

beverages.  Jackie Carey coordinates the activity for our church each month and delivers to Hope4Recovery.  
 

Please contact Jackie via text or a phone call at 443-735-4275.  You can also reach her via email at  

jackiecarey47.jc@gmail.com to learn more about this monthly outreach program. 
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The Cold Weather Shelter – Volunteers Needed 

 

St. Peter's Lutheran Church located at 103rd Street in Ocean City, will be opening their doors this year beginning 

on December 1 in the evenings when the temperature is 25 degrees or colder (with wind chill).  The shelter will be 

open from 5:00pm to 7:00am.  They will be able to accommodate up to 12 guests due to social distancing.  Guests 

will need to register in the morning. The shelter is requesting interested individuals call between 8:00am to 9:30am 

to reserve a bed.  Guests will be assigned times for activities such as eating and showering in an effort to remain  

Covid-19 safe.  
 

The Cold Weather Shelter is in dire need of volunteers and supplies. Please contact Amy Morgan at St. Peter's 

Lutheran Church, Monday-Friday, at 410-524-7474 for more information. 

 



Greeter / Check In - 8:00 Service Greeter / Check In - 10:00 Service

06 - Jackie Carey 06 - Kay Saxon

13 - Jackie Carey 13 - Diane Frombach

20 - Jackie Carey 20 - Melanie Konoski20 - Jackie Carey 20 - Melanie Konoski

27 - Jackie Carey 27 - Kay Saxon

Acolyte - 8:00 Service Acolyte - 10:00 Service

06 - Skip Carey 06 - Melanie Konoski

13 - Skip Carey 13 - Marena Konoski13 - Skip Carey 13 - Marena Konoski

20 - Skip Carey 20 - Monica Martin

27 - Skip Carey 27 - Diane Frombach

Lector - 8:00 Service Lector - 10:00 Service

06 - Jackie Carey 06 - Melanie Konoski

13 - Jackie Carey 13 - Marena Konoski13 - Jackie Carey 13 - Marena Konoski

20 - Jackie Carey 20 - Monica Martin

27 - Jackie Carey 27 - Diane Frombach

Chalice Bearer - 8:00 Service Chalice Bearer - 10:00 Service

06 - Skip Carey 06 - Carolyn Johnson

13 - Skip Carey 13 - Melanie Konoski13 - Skip Carey 13 - Melanie Konoski

20 - Skip Carey 20 - Diane Frombach

27 - Skip Carey 27 - Monica Martin

Altar Guild Recorders

06 - Sue Flaherty and Barbara Wachter 06 - Ann Dougherty and Jane Florentino

13 - Diane Frombach and Bonnie Rease 13 - Melanie Konoski and Barbara Wachter13 - Diane Frombach and Bonnie Rease 13 - Melanie Konoski and Barbara Wachter

20 - Sue Flaherty and Barbara Wachter 20 - Melanie Konoski and Barbara Wachter

27 - Diane Frombach and Barbara Wachter 27 - Ann Dougherty and Jane Florentino
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Altar Guild

12/24 6:00 PM - Bonnie Rease

Greeter / Check In

12/24 6:00 PM - Volunteer Needed

Acolyte Lector

12/24 6:00 PM - Volunteer Needed 12/24 6:00 PM - Volunteer Needed

Chalice Bearer Counters

12/24 6:00 PM - Volunteer Needed 12/24 6:00 PM - Volunteer Needed

Christmas Decoration Fund

(Greenery, Wreaths, Poinsettias)

Gift Given By:

In Memory Of:In Memory Of:

In Honor Of:

                    Please Return Form and Money by December 20

Amount Enclosed: _______________

December 2020 - Page 8



 
 
 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 4 5 
 

6 
8a & 10a 
Eucharist 
Property 
    Committee 9a 

 

7 
 

8 9 10 11 12 

13 
8a & 10a 
Eucharist 
Hope4Recovery  
     Dinner 4p 

14 
Vestry 7p 

15 16 17 18 19 

20 
8a & 10a 
Eucharist 
Decorate Church 
 for Christmas 11a 

21 22 23 24 
NOEL Dinner 
      10a-12n SPBTS 

Christmas Eve 
      Eucharist 6p 

25 
Have a  
Holy 

Christmas! 

26 

27 
8a & 10a 
Eucharist 

 

28 29 30 31 
 

1 

January  2021 
 

Happy New 
Year! 
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