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          From the Rector     

 

Depending on how elaborate your Thanksgiving celebration was, you may still be putting away the Holiday 

dishes, silverware and stem ware.  Perhaps there are still some bits of turkey around or some items in the 

stock pot awaiting the making of broth for later use.  God willing there are some slivers of pie that still have 

your name on them.  No matter … time marches on and a New Year is here. 

 

For us Christians all around the world the New Year begins on December 1, 2019, as 

does the season of Advent when our Church year begins. During this year we will 

primarily read from the Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew the Evangelist.  

Matthew will present to us the Good News of Jesus the Christ.  

 

AS ALWAYS, WE BEGIN AGAIN: it is with Advent, as we recall not only the end of 

days and the beginning of the days of Jesus, Emmanuel "God with us." 

 

 

Advent 1 - Matthew 24:36-44 

Jesus said to the disciples, "But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. Therefore, you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 

hour." 

 

Advent 2 - Matthew 3:1-12 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, "Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven has come near." This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, "The voice of one 

crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight." 

 

Advent 3 - Matthew 11:2-11 

John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, "Are you 

the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?" Jesus answered them, "Go and tell John what you 

hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. Blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me." 

 

Advent 4 - Matthew 1:18-25 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 

Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband 

Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 

But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All 

this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: "Look, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, 'God is with us.' When Joseph 

awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife but had no 

marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 

(From the Rector - continued on the next page) 
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(From the Rector - Continued from Page 1)                            

 

 

THEN COMES CHRISTMAS 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the 

first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 

registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with 

Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her 

to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 

in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 

angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign 

for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." Suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 

earth peace among those whom he favors!" (Luke 2:1-14) 

 

I invite you to plan and make some space in your life this Advent season to remember those you love and to 

be aware in our day to day living that there will be opportunities to share your love with others who may 

find few people around them who love them. There are some who live in our Ocean City community who 

through a variety of circumstances have very few connections to others and are hard pressed to find reason to 

be joyful in the season.  Maybe we can find an opportunity to spread the Love of God in this season.  Simple 

acts of kindness, simple gifts to various charities and causes can help the joy of this season reach beyond our 

household or our church family. 
 

May this Advent and Christmas Season be filled with joy, peace, happiness and love that we both share and 

receive. Merry Christmas! 

 

 

In Christ's Love 

-Father Joe Rushton 
 

 

  

 Christmas is the season for the Christmas is the season for the Christmas is the season for the Christmas is the season for the fire of hospitalityfire of hospitalityfire of hospitalityfire of hospitality        

                    and the flame of charity in your heartsand the flame of charity in your heartsand the flame of charity in your heartsand the flame of charity in your hearts!!!!    
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The Dove welcomes comments, suggestions, and articles. 

Contact Katie or Terry at 410-641-6326 or TheDove@sprynet.com 

 



       LET US REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS

Our Parish Family: 

Our Extended Family: 

Donna Pellinger, Pat Panuska, Tinker Dennis, Michael Konoski, 

Bishop Santosh Marray, Miriam Murphy, Alice Jones, Jeff

Alex Strebe, Richard Taylor

Kim Whaley, Darin Philips,  Ann  Ezzo, Robert Vaughan, The Numbers Family,

Regina Eckard,  Mike Brian, Charles Spanninger,III, Joan Faulkner, Dottie Meadows,

For The Deceased: 

Regina Eckard,  Mike Brian, Charles Spanninger,III, Joan Faulkner, Dottie Meadows,

John Rease, Scott Whaley, Raymond LaManque, Dick Bunting,  Kenneth Pickell,

Diana Hess-Fisher, David C., Lisa Walker, Michael Labonte, Gen Haller, Peggy Ball, 

Betty Kelley, Claude Ricar, Sharon,  John Snyder, Kathy, Patti, Ann O’Donnell, Tim, 

Cara, Analise, Katherine DeSilver, Ruth 

December BirthdaysDecember Birthdays

December Anniversaries

12/02  Carol Lee Hensyl

12/04  Katie Coffman

12/06  Ewan Betz

12/16 Will Cathell

12/18  Jacqueline Frombach

12/26  Marti McNiff

12/27  Jane Alexander

12/28  Martha Stone

12/30  Steven Martin

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, we are very sorry!

Please notify the church office with the appropriate date so we can update our files.

                  12/03  Sue & John Flaherty

                  12/06  Christine & Joel Brous

                  12/15  Carolyn & Bill Johnston

December Anniversaries

PM.

     Pancake Breakfast - Sunday December 22 after the 9:00 Service

   Sunday School - Sundays during the 10:00 Service

   Vestry Meeting - Monday December 9 at 7:00 PM

   ECW (Episcopal Church Workers) - Sunday December 15 after the 10:00 Service

     Pancake Breakfast - Sunday December 22 after the 9:00 Service

         As always, anyone wishing to participate is welcome.

                                                                  ….. Thanks, Jack Panuska

October YTD Actual YTD Budget 2019 Budget

Income $11,408 $95,359 $84,640 $100,500 

Expenses $11,189 $102,418 $103,030 $125,906 

$219 ($7,059) ($18,390) ($25,406)Net Income/Loss $219 ($7,059) ($18,390) ($25,406)

                  Please make sure to welcome our newcomers and visitors vacationing in Ocean City.

   Christmas Eve Eucharist - will be celebrated on Tuesday December 24 at 6:00.

Net Income/Loss

   Special Dates in December - See page 4 of The Dove for details.

                  Please make sure to welcome our newcomers and visitors vacationing in Ocean City.

                    A friendly smile and quiet conversation after service makes our guests feel comfortable.
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The Church of the Holy Spirit – Episcopal Church Workers (ECW) 
 

The ECW will be decorating the Parish Hall on Sunday, December 8 following the 10am service.  All are 

welcome to help! 
 

The ECW is also collecting Christmas cookie tins thru December 15 when we will fill them with cookies 

and candy.  We are accepting donations of tins and treats.  Please bring cookies on Sunday, December 15.  

The tins will be given to our families adopted for Christmas and delivered to Shepherd's Crook. 
 

The next meeting for ECW will be December 15 to fill the cookie tins.  Please join the fun! 
 

Submitted by Monica Martin 

The Church of the Holy Spirit – Special Dates in December 
 

Sunday December 1 – Advent Week 1, Eucharist at 8:00 and 10:00 

    ++ Family Game Night Planning Committee (between services) 

 

Sunday December 8  – Advent Week 2, Eucharist at 8:00 and 10:00 

    ++ St. Nicholas visit and decorate the Parish Hall after the 10:00 Service 
 

Wednesday December 11 – Advent Quiet Day (see page 8 for more details) 

     

Sunday December 15 – Advent Week 3, Eucharist at 8:00 and 10:00 

    ++ ECW Cookie Tins 

 

Sunday December 22 – Advent Week 4, One Service at 9:00 am with the Children’s Christmas Pageant 

    ++ Pancake Breakfast and Decorating the Church for Christmas 
 

Tuesday December 24 – Christmas Eve Eucharist at 6:00 PM (no services on December 25) 

 

Wednesday December 25 – N.O.E.L. [Nothing Other than Eating and Loving] free Christmas Day Dinner 

    (see page 7 for more details) 

The Church of the Holy Spirit – Family Game Night 
 

Are you thinking time might hang a little heavy on your children’s hands over Christmas vacation (after 

Christmas, of course)? The vestry has a solution for you! 
 

We are planning a Family Game Night on December 28, from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM. Other details are 

being worked out. If you would like to help with the event, there is a committee meeting on December 1 at 

9:00 AM, between the services. 
 

This will be a lot of fun. Come to the committee meeting with your ideas to help make the event a success! 

And mark your calendars so you won’t miss the fun. 
 

More information will be in the bulletin as details evolve. 
 

Submitted by Jackie Carey 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Nothing brings people together like food! 

 

I am looking for any “Foodies” who would like to gather together starting in 2020.   

 

We can have the first dinner in the Parish Hall, then decide the details from there.   

 

We can rotate homes or keep the gatherings at the church.   

 

Please let me know your questions, comments, and suggestions.   

 

I look forward to hearing from you.   

 

Thank you!  Melanie Konoski, 443-497-2163, mamemik@gmail.com  
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   Church of the Holy Spirit     Date: ___________ 

 

What Does the Church of the Holy Spirit mean to you?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What Can the Church of the Holy Spirit do better? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If you want, please provide your name(s): ___________________________________________________________________ 
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The Church of the Holy Spirit – Donations in Response to Letter from the Pastor and the Vestry 
 

In August 2019, Father Rushton and the Vestry sent a letter to all active members of the church.  The letter 

requested the following: please bring your pledge up to date or amend your pledge, if necessary for 2019; please 

consider filling out a Giving Card found in the back of the church, if you have not pledged for 2020; and think 

carefully about an additional gift in 2019 to help with the deficit from normal operating expenses, the repairs for 

the irrigation system, and the insurance deductible for the stained glass window. 
 

Thankfully, in response to this special call for donations, we received additional contributions from a number of 

parishioners which met some of our immediate financial needs.  This included specific donations for the irrigation 

system and the deductible for the stained glass window. However, the parish is still reporting a deficit of over 

$7,000 as of November 2019. 
 

Please consider an extra donation during December to support your Church of the Holy Spirit in 2019. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

t 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ocean Cluster - Church of the Holy Spirit (Ocean City), 

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea (Ocean City), St. Paul’s (Berlin) 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

• Next Meeting – January 8, 2020 at 3:00 pm at St. Paul’s by-the-Sea. 

 

• Advent Quiet Day – December 11 starting at 10:00 am at Church of the Holy Spirit  

(see next page for more details) 
 

• Hope4Recovery – 10226 Old Ocean City Blvd in Berlin; across the street from the Barrett Building. 
 

++ Monthly Dinners - Third Sunday each month at 4:00 (schedule below). Please see or call Jackie 

Carey at 443-735-4275 for more details. Come with food or for fellowship.  The goal is for the residents 

to feel welcome and part of a family.  
 

12/15/19: St. Paul's Berlin (Dinner/Sides); St. Paul's by-the-Sea (Salad/Bread); Church of the Holy Spirit (Dessert) 

 

++ Advent Project – Collecting Paper Products and Linens (see next page for more details) 
 

Please come and enjoy our events with the three nearby Episcopal churches and the local community! 

 

The Ocean Cluster meets quarterly to discuss mission, outreach, and events among 

our churches.  All are welcome to join us. 
 

Members from Church of the Holy Spirit: Father Joseph Rushton, Jackie Carey, 

  Pat Hesselbein, Monica Martin, and Cheryl Spanninger. 
 

If you have suggestions for activities, please contact a member of the Cluster. 
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The Noel Community – Annual Dinner on Christmas Day 
 

The Noel Community is preparing for our 22nd annual Christmas dinner.  Noel will prepare and serve a free ham dinner 

with all the trimmings from 11:00 to 2:00 at St. Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church on 3rd Street in Ocean City.    
 

This event has become an important part of Christmas celebration for many including the homeless, unemployed, 

underemployed, shut-in, and those who are alone. All items are free and all are welcome. 
 

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please make checks payable to the Noel Community and place in the 

collection plate or mail to: 
 

The Noel Community 

302 North Baltimore Avenue 

Ocean City MD, 21842 
 

Donations of cookies, brownies, and cupcakes will be accepted on Monday December 23 from 1:00 to 3:00 at St. Paul’s 

by-the-Sea. The Noel Community appreciates the generosity of the Church of the Holy Spirit in supporting our efforts to 

make the Christmas celebration special for many in our community. We hope you can join us again this year.  
 

Faithfully Yours, 

The Noel Community 
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The Ocean Cluster The Ocean Cluster The Ocean Cluster The Ocean Cluster ----    Advent Quiet Day Advent Quiet Day Advent Quiet Day Advent Quiet Day     
Wednesday, December 11th,Wednesday, December 11th,Wednesday, December 11th,Wednesday, December 11th,    2019201920192019    

Church of the Holy SpiritChurch of the Holy SpiritChurch of the Holy SpiritChurch of the Holy Spirit    
10001 Coastal Highway10001 Coastal Highway10001 Coastal Highway10001 Coastal Highway    in in in in Ocean City, MDOcean City, MDOcean City, MDOcean City, MD    

 

10: 00 10: 00 10: 00 10: 00 ––––    10:1510:1510:1510:15        GatheringGatheringGatheringGathering    

    

10:1510:1510:1510:15            Eucharist Eucharist Eucharist Eucharist     

                    with with with with 1111stststst    MeditationMeditationMeditationMeditation    

        

11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 ––––    12:0012:0012:0012:00        Time foTime foTime foTime for Quiet reading/reflection r Quiet reading/reflection r Quiet reading/reflection r Quiet reading/reflection     

                        in The Churchin The Churchin The Churchin The Church    

        

12:0012:0012:0012:00            Noonday Prayer Noonday Prayer Noonday Prayer Noonday Prayer     

                    with with with with 2222ndndndnd    MeditationMeditationMeditationMeditation    

                

                Followed by Bring Your Bag Lunch Followed by Bring Your Bag Lunch Followed by Bring Your Bag Lunch Followed by Bring Your Bag Lunch     

                    (Beverage Provided)(Beverage Provided)(Beverage Provided)(Beverage Provided)    

        

                Quiet Time After LunchQuiet Time After LunchQuiet Time After LunchQuiet Time After Lunch    

                        in The Churchin The Churchin The Churchin The Church    

    

2:002:002:002:00                Closing PrayersClosing PrayersClosing PrayersClosing Prayers 
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The Ocean Cluster - Advent Project for Hope4Recovery House 

 

The Ocean Cluster will be collecting laundry detergent and items such as paper plates, large plastic cups, 

napkins, paper towels, and toilet paper for residents of Hope4Recovery House during Advent. These have 

been requested as most needed items by the residents. Please bring your donations to church for delivery 

to Hope4Recovery. 
 

If you would like to do more, bedding is always welcome, as many residents arrive with nothing. Linen to 

fit single beds and towels are often needed. Items should be new. 
 

For more information, contact Father Rushton or Jackie Carey. 

Shepherd’s Crook – Volunteers Needed 
 

The Shepherd’s Crook food pantry at St. Paul’s by-the Sea (one of the three Episcopal churches in the 

Ocean Cluster) needs you to volunteer a few hours a week.  Your help would be appreciated on Monday 

and/or Saturday from 10 am to 12 noon.  Please call Nancy Knotts at 240-418-1587 to sign up and assist in 

this ministry to provide food and friendship. 
 

PS – please consider bringing one non-perishable food item with you each Sunday and placing in the 

basket at the entrance of the church! 
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Father Joseph Ruston 

Rector, Church of the Holy Spirit 

 

Blessing of the Fire Fighters Helmets 

In Ocean City 

 

September 11, 2019 

Members of Church of the Holy Spirit  

enjoyed an Inside Picnic (due to weather)  

at St. Paul’s Berlin 

with the three local Episcopal Churches  

before Touring the Historical  

Rackliffe Plantation House 

In West Ocean City 

 

October 27, 2019 

 

 



Altar Guild Usher & Greeters - 10:00 Service

01 - Diane Frombach and Barbara Wachter 01 - Marena Konoski and Carissa Walters

08 - Bonnie Rease and Carol Sperling 08 - Joe Dougherty & Tyler Betz

15 - Sue Flaherty and Barbara Wachter 15 - Henry Brous and Sarah Reid

22 - Diane Frombach and Barbara Wachter 22 - Cal Hook and Caleb Elmer (9:00 am service only)

29 - Bonnie Rease and Carol Sperling 29 - Pat & Jack Panuska29 - Bonnie Rease and Carol Sperling 29 - Pat & Jack Panuska

Acolytes - 8:00 Service Acolytes - 10:00 Service

01 - Jackie Carey 01 - Diane Frombach

08 - Skip Carey 08 - Marena Konoski

15 - Jackie Carey 15 - Cheryl Spanninger

22 - (9:00 am service only) 22 - Marena Konoski (9:00 am service only)

29 - Skip Carey 29 - Monica Martin29 - Skip Carey 29 - Monica Martin

Lector - 8:00 Service Lector - 10:00 Service

01 - Skip Carey 01 - Joe Dougherty

08 - Jackie Carey 08 - Monica Martin

15 - Skip Carey 15 - Cal Hook

22 - (9:00 am service only) 22 - Cheryl Spanninger (9:00 am service only)

29 - Jackie Carey 29 - Cal Hook29 - Jackie Carey 29 - Cal Hook

Chalice Bearer - 8:00 Service Chalice Bearer - 10:00 Service

01 - Jackie Carey 01 - Monica Martin

08 - Skip Carey 08 - Melanie Konoski

15 - Jackie Carey 15 - Diane Frombach

22 - (9:00 am service only) 22 - Melanie Konoski (9:00 am service only)22 - (9:00 am service only) 22 - Melanie Konoski (9:00 am service only)

29 - Skip Carey 29 - Carolyn Johhnston

Coffee Hour Recorders

01 - Diane Frombach 01 - Jane Florentino and Melanie Konoski

08 - Monica Martin 08 - Jane Florentino and Melanie Konoski

15 - Chris Brous 15 - Joe Dougherty and Barbara Wachter

22 - Pancake Breakfast    (after 9:00 am service) 22 - Joe Dougherty and Barbara Wachter

29 - Bronwyn & Tyler Betz 29 - Ann Dougherty and Mary Holt29 - Bronwyn & Tyler Betz 29 - Ann Dougherty and Mary Holt
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Count your blessings this Christmas season
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Usher & Greeters

12/24 6:00 PM - Volunteers Needed

Acolytes Lector

12/24 6:00 PM - Volunteers Needed 12/24 6:00 PM - Volunteers Needed

Chalice Bearers CountersChalice Bearers Counters

12/24 6:00 PM - Volunteers Needed 12/24 6:00 PM - Volunteers Needed

Christmas Decoration Fund

(Greenery, Wreaths, Poinsettias)

Gift Given By:

In Memory Of:In Memory Of:

In Honor Of:

                    Please Return Form and Money by December 8
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Amount Enclosed: _______________
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 8a & 10a 

Eucharist 
9a – Game Night  
        Planning Meeting 

 

2 3 4 5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8  
8a & 10a 
Eucharist 
St. Nicholas 
Decorate Hall 

9 
Vestry 7p 

10 11 
Three Parish 

Advent Quiet Day 
    Starts at 10a 
Church of the Holy Spirit 

12 
 

13  
 

14 

15  
8a & 10a 
Eucharist 
ECW – Cookies 
Hope4Recovery 4p  

 

16 17 18 
 

19 
 

20  
 

21 

22 One Service 
9a Eucharist 
Christmas Pageant 
Pancake Breakfast 

Decorate Church 

23 24 
Christmas Eve 
6p Eucharist 

25 
Merry Christmas 
 
NOEL Dinner 11a 
at St. Paul's B-T-S 

26 
 

27  
 

28 
Family 
Game Night 
5p – 8p 

29 
8a & 10a 
Eucharist 

30 31 
Office 
Closed 

 

1 
Jan 2020 

     Happy 
   New Year! 

   

December 2019 


