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          From the Rector                             

 
I’m a bit of a sucker for the various celebrations, movies and music that begin to be broadcast this 

time of year as the media shift into high gear for their presentation of their Christmas stories.  As 

soon as the Thanksgiving leftovers have been safely secured in the refrigeration I am ready to shift 

gears and settle into numerous evening of dozing off in front of the Hallmark Channel’s 

presentation for the holiday season.   
 

Each year I try to add at least a few new music CDs to the non-stop Christmas music that serenades 

me during my commutes back and forth to work. This year I thank God that my work and ministry 

brings me to the Church of the Holy Spirit.   I intend as in years past to arrive at my destination 

filled with joy, albeit a bit hoarse as I try to keep pace with the tenors who share my journey. 
 

I am a person who celebrates this Christmas season from Thanksgiving right through Epiphany.  

During the Advent season I don’t pretend that Jesus has yet to be born.  I will however surrender 

myself to the Gospel stories, this Advent and Christmas season will bring.  
 

Mark will speak of the end of days saying: But about that day or hour no one knows, neither 

the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not 

know when the time will come … And what I say to you I say to all, keep awake. 
 

Mark the evangelist will speak of: John the Baptizer’s claims that one who is more powerful 

than I, is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.  
 

John the evangelist will tell us: There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He 

came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was 

not the light, but he came to testify to the light … I am the voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord. 
 

Mark will further state: the angel Gabriel was sent by God to Mary telling her of her favor 

with God and that she will conceive and bear a Son, who will be the Son of the Most High.   
 

Luke the Evangelist speaks: a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the 

town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came 

for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  

There will be angels, shepherds, animals and finally visitors from the East who will come to 

see this Child who will be our Savior and Lord.   

 

 

(From the Rector - continued on the next page) 
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(From the Rector - Continued from Page 1)                            

 
 
We will once again remember, celebrate, and rejoice in the wonderful things our God does for us! 

 

I encourage you to enjoy every bit of the season of celebration that will surround us.  Take pleasure 

in the twinkling lights, the beautiful displays and the hopes and dreams of the child within us all.  

Sing around the house and if you drive from place to place by all means be the true performer you 

were destined to be and sing with reckless abandon.  Indulge in the hospitality that will surround us 

and try not to worry about the potential calories, as this is truly a time for celebration and 

rejoicing. 

 

The God who made us has given us a tremendous and immeasurable gift.  The Creator has come 

among us in the person of the Son, the Word made flesh.  Jesus for us, has become the Christ, the 

chosen one of God who bids us all to rejoice.   This bidding further calls us to follow in the footsteps 

of Jesus the Christ.  We are called to share in the Love of God for us, by in turn loving all as 

brothers and sisters. 

 

May this Christmas season truly be a time of joy, peace, love and happiness for all! 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

 

-Father Joe Rushton 

 

Silent Night 

Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night, Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light; 

Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
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The Dove welcomes comments, suggestions, and articles. 

Contact Katie or Terry at 410-641-6326 or TheDove@sprynet.com 



       LET US REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS

Our Parish Family: 

Our Extended Family: 

Jude Walsh; Michael Konoski; Bishop Santosh Marray;

Miriam Murphy; Penny Morrow; Alice Jones; Alex Strebe;

Sam Domangue; James Schiffler; Richard Taylor; Jeff;

Naomi Popolo; Don Dennis

Veronique Sippel; Pat Murrell; Max Long; Val Shearer; Regina Eckerd; Richard Tesar;Our Extended Family: 

For The Deceased: 

December Birthdays

Veronique Sippel; Pat Murrell; Max Long; Val Shearer; Regina Eckerd; Richard Tesar;

Betty Jeanne O’Neill; Jim; Dick Taylor; Sam Mooney; Bill Sedor; Dolores Leigh; 

Betty Jane Worthington; Marion Omlor; Pam & Richard Barriner; Helen Barry;

Bob Cribb; Ann O’Donnell; Sandy Pope; Tim; Cara; Analise; John Frombach, Sr.; 

Katherine DeSilver; Ruth

December Birthdays

December Anniversaries

12/02  Sadie Holter

12/04  Katie Coffman

12/18  Jacqueline Frombach

12/25  Melissa Evans-Holter

12/25  Maryanne Walsh

12/27  Jane Alexander

12/28  Martha Stone

12/30  Steven Martin

December Anniversaries

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, we are very sorry!

Please notify the church office with the appropriate date so we can update our files.

                 12/03  Sue & John Flaherty

                 12/06  Christine & Joel Brous

                 12/15  Carolyn & Bill Johnston

Please notify the church office with the appropriate date so we can update our files.

     Pancake Breakfast - Sunday December 3 after the 10:00 Service

   Sunday School - Every Sunday during the 10:00 Service

   Vestry Meeting - Monday December 11 at 7:00 PM

   ECW (Episcopal Church Women) - Sunday December 10 after the 10:00 Service

     Pancake Breakfast - Sunday December 3 after the 10:00 Service

         As always, anyone wishing to participate is welcome.

                                                                  ….. Thanks, Jack Panuska

October
Income $15,059 

Expenses $14,128 

Year to Date
$112,197 
$102,912 Expenses $14,128 

$931 

     Water Jug Collections for December 2017

        will be used to purchase items for Sponsor our Troops

Net Income/Loss $9,285 
$102,912 

    Special Dates in December - See Page 5 of The Dove for details.
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    Annual Meeting and Election of the Vestry - Sunday February 4, 2018 after the 10:00 Service.

   Christmas Eve Eucharist - will be celebrated at the church on Sunday December 24 at 6:00 PM.
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The Church of the Holy Spirit – Update from the Senior Warden 
 

I hope everyone had a safe and Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

On Sunday December 3, the bike donated by Jude and MaryAnn Walsh will be raffled off.  If you have 
not had an opportunity to purchase tickets they will be available just prior to the raffle!  The bike would 
make a nice gift for a child! 
 

At the time of writing this article, we have said our farewells to Gloria Lebling for now.  It has been so 
nice to see all the love and warm wishes from the congregation towards Gloria and a reminder of what a 
wonderful Church family we have at Church of the Holy Spirit.  (see picture on page 7). 
 

I wish all of you a safe and Happy Christmas Season! 
 

Monica Martin 
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The Church of the Holy Spirit – Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 
 

The ECW will be collecting cookie tins through December 10 as well as cookies and candy to be donated 
with the tins.  The tins can be placed in the container located in the Church hall.  These items will be given 
to the families adopted for Christmas and to Shepherd's Crook.     
 

This past month the ECW voted to pay for the costs of the sidewalk repair in the amount of $345.  We 
also voted to donate $100 to the NOEL Community for the upcoming Christmas Dinner.  If you know of a 
need in the community that the ECW could financially support, please see a member of the ECW or place 
the information in the ECW mailbox in the secretary's office. 
 

Submitted by Monica Martin 
 

The Church of the Holy Spirit – Welcome to Reverend Dick Bunting, Deacon 
 

The Reverend Dick Bunting, Deacon is joining the Church of the Holy Spirit Ministry Team. 
 

In response to a request from Bishop Santosh Marray. Father Joe Rushton has consented to accept 

Deacon Dick Bunting as part of the ministry team of the Church of the Holy Spirit. As an ordained 

member of the clergy Dick will share in the duties of the Rector.  Initially Dick will serve at the altar in 

the roles assigned for the deacon.  He has expressed interest and passion for involvement in the pastoral 

care of our parish members and will work with Father Rushton and other members of our parish family 

who actively care for our parishioners with various needs.  
 

Please welcome Dick and his wife Ellen as you typically embrace all who come to The Church of the Holy 

Spirit for a spiritual home.  
 

Submitted by Father Rushton 
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The Church of the Holy Spirit – Special Dates in December 
 
December 17 - Children’s Christmas Pageant during the 10:00 Service 
 
December 24 - Decorating the Church for Christmas after the 10:00 Service 
 
December 24 - Christmas Eve Eucharist on Sunday December 24th at 6:00 PM 
 

 

  Church of the Holy Spirit – The Pastoral Care Team 
  

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Please contact Father Rushton at 410-279-2582 if you know of a parishioner who is 
ill or in the hospital.  A member of the Pastoral Care Team can reach out and they 
will be included in the Prayer Chain. 
 
If you are interested in being part of the Pastoral Care Team or the Prayer Chain, 
you can reach Kay Saxon at 410-641-8438. 
 

The Church of the Holy Spirit – Thanks for the Support at the Mini Auction 
 

Thank you to everyone for your support of the mini auction during the Crab Feast.  The auction raised a 
total of $775 for the church. 
 
    Donna Adams   Bill Mowell 
    Jane Alexander   Cris Rattay 
    Jean Bertram    Jeanne Schiffler  
    Diane Frombach   Betty Schmidt 
    Cal Hook    Jodi Stone 
    Dick MacDonald   Martha Stone   
    Monica Martin   Leslie Wendorf 
    Bonnie Morison 
 

Please support the following businesses! 
 

Country Side Cafe 
Endless Summer Surf 

Fager's Island 
Fisher Popcorn of Fenwick Island 

Magee Farms on Route 54 
Ropewalk 

 
Submitted by Martha Stone 
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The Church of the Holy Spirit – Outreach 
 

December - The Angel Tree Project is underway!  Please return gifts, wrapped and with the tag attached 

by December 10. Cash donations are also welcome to purchase extra items. See Sue Flaherty for details. 
 

January - "Souper Bowl" Sunday, collection of canned soups for Shepherd's Crook. 
 

February - Valentine gLOVES drive, collection of gloves, hats, and scarves for the N.O.E.L. Community. 

The Church of the Holy Spirit – Property Committee 

 
The property committee met earlier in November.  The committee will be looking into having the exterior 

lights of the church fixed, getting estimates to clean the carpets in the Church Hall and the Sanctuary.  

The committee will also be getting estimates to replace the linoleum flooring in the ladies bathroom. 

The Church of the Holy Spirit – Stewardship Matters 
 

Your Stewardship Committee met to discuss the 2018 Giving Campaign. The committee this year is 

chaired by Janie Penn and includes Father Rushton, Katie Coffman, Monica Martin, Terry Moody, and 

Bonnie Rease. 

 

We are later than usual with our annual stewardship campaign due to the transition between our Interim 

Priest, Father Mark Cyr, and the introduction of our new Rector, Father Joseph Rushton. Your timely 

response is greatly appreciated. 

 

Questions and feedback are encouraged from the entire congregation because stewardship involves each 

and every member of the Church of the Holy Spirit. All are welcome at Stewardship meetings. Please 

contact any member listed above at the Sunday services or at the phone numbers listed in the parish 

directory to bring your questions and comments to the Stewardship Committee. You can also write a note 

or call the church office at 410-723-1973. 

 

Please give careful consideration to make a pledge and talk with stewardship parish members about why 

you do or do not pledge. We appreciate all feedback. 

 

Please return your "giving card" today and support your church family. 

 

Extra cards are available in the back of the church or by emailing  

Katie Coffman at ccoffman02@sprynet. 

 

With thanks and appreciation – Your 2018 Stewardship Committee! 
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The Diocese of Easton – Children's Home Foundation 

 

Please consider making a contribution to the Children's Home Foundation (CHF) of the Eastern Shore of Maryland, a 

ministry of the Diocese of Easton.  Proceeds are used to provide high school graduates and non-traditional students an 

opportunity to pursue their education at career and technology schools. 

 

   …YOUR GIFTS MAKE THIS POSSIBLE!!! 

 

Checks payable to Children’s Home Foundation can be dropped in the collection plate. 
 

The Diocese of Easton – Camp Wright 

 
Camp Wright of the Diocese of Easton provides day and resident camp programs during the summer.  Registration 

opens December 1 and scholarships are available.  

 

Activities include boating, team sports, swimming, arts, nature exploration,  

and environmental activities. 

 

Please contact the church office at 410-723-1973 for more information. 

 
 

 

Gloria Lebling, a long time and well loved parishioner, 

says goodbye as she prepares to move to Connecticut to 

be closer to her family. God Bless Gloria! 
 

 
 

Gloria - 

 

We will all miss your smile,  

positive spirit, and mostly your hugs!! 

 

        

Love, Your Parish Family at Church of the Holy Spirit. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ocean Cluster - The Church of the Holy Spirit Episcopal (Ocean City), 

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal (Ocean City), St. Paul’s Episcopal (Berlin) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

• Bible Study – meets on Wednesday evenings at the home of Father Matthew.  Please contact St. Paul’s 

by-the-Sea at 410-289-3453, for more information. 
 

• Book Club – meets monthly on the third Thursday on the month at 7pm at Atlantic United Methodist 

Church in south Ocean City. Please contact St. Paul’s by-the-Sea at 410-289-3453, for more information. 
 

• Studies of the Prayers of the Saints – meets monthly on the third Tuesday of  the month at 1pm at the 

home of Deacon Penny Morrow. Please contact the Church of the Holy Spirit at 410-723-1973, for 

Penny’s contact information. 

 

The Ocean Cluster meets quarterly to discuss mission, outreach, and events among 

the different churches. The next meeting is December 13 at 1:00 pm at the Church 

of the Holy Spirit.  All are welcome to join us. 

Members from the Church of the Holy Spirit:  Jackie Carey, Pat Hesselbein, 

Monica Martin, and Cheryl Spanninger. 
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The Noel Community – Annual Dinner on Christmas Day 

 

The Noel Community is preparing for our 20
th

 annual Christmas dinner.  Noel will prepare and serve a 

free ham dinner with all the trimmings from 11:00 to 2:00 at Holy Savior Roman Catholic Church on 17
th

 

Street in Ocean City.  The location has changed this year due to construction at St. Paul's by-the-Sea.  
 

This event has become an important part of Christmas celebration for many including the homeless, 

unemployed, underemployed, shut-in, and those who are alone. All items are free and all are welcome. 
 

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please make checks payable to the Noel Community and 

place in the collection plate or mail to: 
 

The Noel Community 

302 North Baltimore Avenue 

Ocean City MD, 21842 
 

Donations of cookies, brownies, and cupcakes will be accepted on Saturday December 23 from 10:00 to 

2:00 at Holy Savior Roman Catholic Church on 17
th

 Street in Ocean City. 
 

The Noel Community appreciates the generosity of The Church of the Holy Spirit in supporting our 

efforts to make the Christmas celebration special for many in our community. We hope you can join us 

again this year.  

 

Faithfully Yours, 

The Noel Community 

 

 

  



Altar Guild Usher & Greeters

03 - Diane Frombach and Barbara Wachter 03 - Pat & Jack Panuska

10 - Bonnie Rease and Carol Sperling 10 - Sam & Harris Domangue

17 - Sue Flaherty and Helene Clifton 17 - Helene Clifton and Joe Dougherty

24 - Diane Frombach and Barbara Wachter 24 - Jeanne Schiffler

31 - Bonnie Rease and Carol Sperling 31 - Naomi Popolo and Cal Hook31 - Bonnie Rease and Carol Sperling 31 - Naomi Popolo and Cal Hook

Acolytes - 8:00 Service Acolytes - 10:00 Service

03 - Jackie Carey 03 - Diane Frombach

10 - Skip Carey 10 - Cheryl Spanninger

17 - Jackie Carey 17 - Melanie Konoski

24 - Skip Carey 24 - Monica Martin

31 - Jackie Carey 31 - Alex Strebe31 - Jackie Carey 31 - Alex Strebe

Lector - 8:00 Service Lector - 10:00 Service

03 - Skip Carey 03 - Alex Strebe

10 - Jackie Carey 10 - Cal Hook

17 - Skip Carey 17 - Monica Martin

24 - Jackie Carey 24 - Joe Dougherty

31 - Skip Carey 31 - Alex Strebe31 - Skip Carey 31 - Alex Strebe

Chalice Bearer - 8:00 Service Chalice Bearer - 10:00 Service

03 - Jackie Carey 03 - Carolyn Johnston

10 - Skip Carey 10 - Diane Frombach

17 - Jackie Carey 17 - Monica Martin

24 - Skip Carey 24 - Melanie Konoski24 - Skip Carey 24 - Melanie Konoski

31 - Jackie Carey 31 - John Frombach

Nursery

03 - Ann Dougherty

10 - Bonnie Rease

17 - Diane Frombach

24 - Sam Domangue24 - Sam Domangue

31 - Ann Dougherty

Coffee Hour Recorders

03 - Pancake Breakfast 03 - Barbara Wachter and Helene Clifton

10 - Melanie and Marena Konoski 10 - Barbara Wachter and Helene Clifton

17 - Christine Brous 17 - Joe Dougherty and Marie Judd

24 - Diane Frombach 24 - Joe Dougherty and Marie Judd24 - Diane Frombach 24 - Joe Dougherty and Marie Judd

31 - Kay Saxon 31 - Jane Florentino and Melanie Konoski
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When it comes to chocolate, resistance has no point.
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Usher & Greeters

12/24 6:00 PM - Volunteers Needed

Acolytes Lector

12/24 6:00 PM - Volunteers Needed 12/24 6:00 PM - Volunteers Needed

Torch Bearers Chalice BearersTorch Bearers Chalice Bearers

12/24 6:00 PM - Volunteers Needed 12/24 6:00 PM - Volunteers Needed

Christmas Flower FundChristmas Flower Fund

Gift Given By:

________________________________________________________________________

______ In Memory: ______ For Thanks:

How will your Contribution Decorate the Church for Christmas?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

How will your Contribution Decorate the Church for Christmas?

35 Poinsettias at $7.50 each

10 Small Wreaths at $15 each

3 Medium Wreaths at $25 each

                    Please Return Form and Money by December 17th
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Amount Enclosed: _______________



 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

    1 2 
 

3 8a & 10a 

Eucharist 
 
Pancake 
Breakfast 

 

4 
 

 

5 6  

Bible Study 5:30p 

 
 

7 
 

8 9 

10 8a & 10a 

Eucharist 
 
ECW Meeting 

 

11 
Vestry 7p 

12 13 
Bible Study 5:30p 

 
 

 

14 15 16 
 

17 8a & 10a 

Eucharist 
 

Christmas 
Pageant 10a 

 

18 19 
Prayer Saints 1p 

 

20  

Bible Study 5:30p 
 

 

21 
Book Club 7p 

22 23 

24 8a & 10a 

Eucharist 
 
6p Eucharist 
Christmas Eve  

25 MERRY 
CHRISTMAS! 

 
NOEL Dinner 11a 

26 27 
Bible Study 5:30p 

 

28 29 30  
 
 
 
 318a & 10a 

Eucharist 
 

 

1 Happy New 

Year! 
 

 

     

December  2017 


